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Infertility in Mesopotamia until the end of the
Neo-Babylonian era 539 B. C.

Muhammad Hussain Kasem Mahmoud
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic Language
in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: mohamed hussein@azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

The research aims to study one of the unhealthy phenomena and one
of the recurring problems in human renewal throughout the ages,
which is infertility. The affliction is due to many reasons, perhaps the
most important of which is religious reasons, which - according to
ancient Iraqi belief - are manifested in the wrath of the gods, and it is
a punishment. Divine reasons for some crimes, preventing some
priestesses such as Entum and Naditum from having children, and the
presence of eunuch priests, in addition to medical reasons represented
by the presence of a medical defect that prevented them from having
children, such as contracting some diseases such as malaria,
gonorrhea, and others, in addition to some other reasons such as legal
impediments to childbearing. And the use of contraceptives. Hence, it
was natural to try to overcome this phenomenon and search for
appropriate solutions to it, which included seeking help from the gods
by getting closer to them through various forms of worship, in
addition to resorting to doctors to diagnose the disease. Then prescribe
the appropriate medication; If the gods do not respond, or doctors are
unable to treat infertility; The ancient Iraqis resorted to some
alternative means to overcome this phenomenon, including giving
birth to a slave or concubine whom the wife presented to her husband,
marrying another woman, or resorting to adoption. Society considers
infertility an unacceptable phenomenon. Because of its psychological,
religious, political and other effects and dimensions. The problem of
the study lies in answering some questions, such as trying to identify
the concept of infertility, its causes, ways to overcome it, and its impact
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on ancient Iraqi society. This was done by following the analytical
approach by reading the available texts, analyzing them, extracting
ideas related to the research topic, and presenting them clearly. The
study attempted to give a clear picture of the phenomenon of infertility
through its concept, causes, ways to overcome it, and its impact on
society. Then the study concluded with some results, including: the
great and effective role of religious thought among the ancient Iragqis,
and identifying some of the characteristics of ancient Mesopotamian
society through this phenomenon.

Keywords: Mesopotamia, marriage, procreation, infertility, gods,
adoption.
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List of Abbreviations

ANET Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating To Old
Testament.

BASOR Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental
Research.

Bi. Or Bibliotheca Orientalis.

CAD The Assyrian Dictionary of The University of
Chicago.

CDA A concise Dictionary of Akkadian.

Irag British Institute for the Study of Iraq.

JESHO Journal of The Economic and Social History of
The Orient.

JNES Journal of Near Eastern Studies.

MDA Manuel D'epigraphie Akkadienn.
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Thompson, R. C., Assyrian medical texts from the originals in the British
Museum, London, 1923, p. 30.
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(2) Meek, Th. J., ""The Middle Assyrian Laws", ANET, Princeton
University Press, New Jersey, (1969), p. 181.
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(1) Oppenheim, A. L., Ancient Mesopotamia, Portrait of A Dead
Civilization, Chicago , 1977, pp. 183 f.
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Jacobsen, Th., The Sumerian King List, University of Chicago Press

Chicago, 1939, p. 80.
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Bertman, Stephen, Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia, New York,
2003, p. 30; Mcintosh, J. R., op. cit., p. 344.
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Roth, M. T., Law Collections From Mesopotamia and Asia Minor, Atlanta,
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(3) Kensky, T. F., " Patriarchal Family Relationships and Near Eastern
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Goetze, A., "The Laws of Eshnunna Discovered at Tell Harmal®', Sumer,
vol. 4, no. 2, (1948), p. 83; Meek, Th. J., op. cit., pp. 174- 175.
(3) Johns, C. H. W., Babylonian and Assyrian Laws, Contracts and Letters,
New York, 1904, p. 171.
(4) Chiera, E., Old Babylonian contracts, Philadelphia, 1922, pp. 129- 130.
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(1) Van Rooy, H. F., "Fertility as Blessing and Infertility as Curse in the
Ancient Near East and the Old Testament™, Archaeology and Fertility
Cult in the Ancient Mediterranean, First International Conference on
Archaeology of the Ancient Mediterranean, University of Malta,
(1986), p. 225.
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(1) Bayliss, M., " The Cult of Dead Kin in Assyria and Babylonia™, Iraq,
vol. 35, no. 2, (1973), p. 117.
(2) Loc. cit., p. 116.
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