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Camels in the of Arsinoe Nome during the

Roman era
El Sayed Mohamed Ammar Ali
Assistant Professor of Ancient history, at the faculty of Arabic
Language in Cairo. Al- Azhar University.

Email: sayedammar@azhar.edu.eg.
Abstract:

Camels have been one of the most important means of transportation in
Egypt since ancient times, It was one of the important means of
transportation in Egypt during the Roman era, especially in the Arsinoe
Nome, Due to the regions geographical nature being far from the Nile
Valley, many transportation animals were used in various fields to
transport goods to the valley, Therefore the spread of Camels in Arsinoe
was intense, Camels were used to transport many agricultural crops such
as wheat, barley and others from the fields to the main granaries and from
there to the nearest river ports in preparation for their transportation to
Alexandria, Camels also transported olives, wine, wood, salt, alum, and
others, and were used in mail transportation, Many stables were found for
breeding camels, most of which were owned by large estates owners in the
region, The prices of camels varied depending on the economic conditions
experienced by the Roman Empire, Due to the importance of camels, a
union was set up to oversee their affairs, led by rider, Camels were subject
to many taxes, customs duties, and mandatory service.

Keywords: : Camels, Arsinoe, Romans, Taxes, Mandatory Service,
Syndicate.
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(1) Derda, T., "Apowwitng vouds Administration of Fayum and the
Roman Rule™, JJP,7,2006, p.70.
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Bevan, E., A History of Egypt Under .. YY1 /Y% ale a2y dliadis

Ptolemaic Dynasty, London, 1914, p.117 ; P.Fay,10; P.
Koln,102.1.10(260-236 B.C).
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(1) Adams, C., Land Transport in Roman Egypt: A Study of
Economics andadministration in a Roman Province, Oxford
University, Press, 2007, pp. 49-50; Epstein, H., The Origin of the
Domesticated Animals Africa,Vol.2, London, 1971, p.566.

(2) Sidebotham, S.E., "'Stations and Towers on the Quseir- Nile Road",
JEA, 75, 1989, pp.164ff .

(3) Sidebotham, S.E., ""Ptolemaic and Roman Water Resources and their
Management in the Eastern Desert of Egypt", in Liveravi Mario,
Merighi and Francesca, Arid Lands in Roman Times, Firenze, 2003,

p.2.
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(1) Sacobsen, A.B., " Traffic on the Roads between Coptos and the Rred
Sea™ in O.N.E. Kaper (ed) Life on the Fringe, Living in the Southern
Egyptian Desert During the Roman and early Byzantine Periods,
Leiden, 1998, p.12.

(2) Bagnall, R.S., Later Roman Egypt : Society, Religion, Economy and
Administration, Ashgate, 2003, p.05.

(3) Rostovtzeff, M., The Social and Economic History of theHellenistic
World, Oxford,1941, p.314.
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(1) Wagner, G., Les Oasis d’Egypte La, epoque grecgue romaine et
byzantine

d’apres Les documents grecs, Le Cairo, 1987, p.302.
(2) Adams, C., Land Transport, p.55.
(3) Adames, op. cit., p.56.
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(1) Adams, C, & Gonis, N., " Two Customs- House Receipts from the
Bodleian Library", ZPE, 126, 1999, p.215. csla LiLall el ) ) aliea & Baadl
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Preaux, C., ""Vente de deux Chamelles, P. Brooklyn gr.3", CdE, 37, 1962,
p.158;Wallace, S.L., Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian,
Princeton, 1938, p.88.

(2) Adams, Land, pp. 107-108.

(3) P.Hamb, 1.54 (215 A.D); P.Hamb, 1.40 (216 A.D).

(4) Hobson, D., " Women as Property Owners in Roman Egypt", TAPA,
113, 1983, p.315.
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(1) Adams, Land, p.243.

(2) BGU, XI. 2112; P. Lond, 11. 320; 111, 1132b; P. Oxy, VI11,3915.

(3) Pliny, VI, 67; Bard, K, & Shubert, S, Encyclopedia of the
Archaeology of Ancient Egypt, London, 1999, p.362; Burton, R.,
International Wildlife Encyclopedia, New York, 2002, p.361.

(4) Lioyd, A., A Companion to Ancient Egypt, Chichester : John
Wiley,&Sons, Vol.l, .2010, p,384.

(5) Ruiz, Ana., The Spirit of Ancient Egypt, New York, 2001, p.76.
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(1) Burton, op. cit., p.364.
(2) Boardman, J., The Cambridge Ancient History , Vol.7, Cambridge,
1982, p.559;
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(1) Bulliet, R., The Gamel and the Wheel, Columbia University Press,
1990, p.118.

(2) Bowman, A., Eugene Rogon, Agriculiture in Egypt from Pharaonic to
Modern Times, ( Proceedings of the British Academy), Vol. 96, 1999,

p.5.
(3) Rostovtzeff, M., "The Hellenistic World and Its Economic
Development™, AHR,Vol.41, 1936, p.238; Tarn, op. cit., p.183.
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(1) Adams, Land, p.172.
1y clla g mand) JSLA Ll 31) Ay (b 9 (DA dra g (ol 52 1 g sl snddl (V)
O Ay A& o) u&u.\aé)-uﬂdu\ uﬂ\uﬁj suy*uuﬁm&j\dhel.g.nﬁ\g\ﬁ
S S gh g e ) Al G DB (ra Al gal) Ciliatieia Juany a gl (A3ald) cilalil)
L RS G e gea (o) gall ) & RN daa g (e DR A
Hobson, D., A Sitologos Receipt from Soknopaiou Nesos", ZPE,99,1993,
p.73.
Zaki, A., "'Sitologia in Roman Egypt"’, JIP, : &l (usa sl sised) 4l g oo 3 Jall
4, 1950.

¢ ¢% Yivn f%: ¢



([ e s mama I3 Ganhaay| sl 3 Sl ]]

o Olsianall i gl Sl (5 1lg €y G paall il S s gBIS
(gl s Al cilBaiocal) iy (s sisas)) anadll B N3l aalsaa

) o ) S Adpan abed ¥y ¢ galaddy (g gaslgindl (LS
e bl Geagty — Jlaad) el Alla B - ggagigiad) s (S clages
s Al (pa Al g lsal) ) palguall (pe AL R (b LgaladinY Jland)
Janl) (g9 st sl Jlatiaaly Gubeasisgs Aogh (B iyl saa) el el
O gall) Ji3 D Lgaladind Jal e (Jland) Gilu puly S adlly Zalal)
) pabanaig algea

Ag@ BV ra/AvA ale ) agmad i) HLAgN saaf By
J8 Llee (e Lapjal Galind 48 Jlas) Lailu ¢ra gl &) QugonigalisiSsm
ML ¢35 e el

Sl iz \Mmchwjﬁ\@ idy ealll (85 oles il
) d9at AN Al el LaS (el JB A (il oupninligiSem B

(1) P. Aberd, 30."#yp[e]tpyrai[c] OcpioToy [n]eptdoc Taovijric TJ.
JInl.].c kap[n]rotpoo[c] kopn|g] Xokvozr[aiov] Nijcov Hpa-kieidov
nepidog [pelt[o kv]piov Te- 5 oevo[H]groc Tod Tegev[ov]proc. 6porfo]-
00} [p]susrpﬁoﬂal Kol dnso)mlcé-val nap(‘x m‘r[o]kéycov K[(b]m]c
[ﬂ]c]IO [nlep [l]ﬁog c_‘rpa[r]nyoc sﬁ[n]kmcsv TOV TPO GVTOD
orpatnynoavr[a] Khavdowv Kepeav yeypapivor 0@eiresdai por
vinlEp [polpétpoy dnpociov glilzo[v od katnge an[o] 1516[v] Tilg
Oguliotov pepidogc ? |™.

(2) BGU, 1V, 1022 (196 A.D).

(3) BGU, 1V, 2269 (138-139 A.D).

o ¢ 9 ¢
vﬂ)-s YEVY {-—(‘E-



[[@M\" BETv{R{AWAN W PYP] ATSYY alall (9aa,i 19 LA ;mﬂ]

s Janll Jal g oty 150285 38 0 80 B Jlaad) Bilu Gl ) €Y ale
(el Jii oo aasal

Yorale A Jha (Jlan Lgr 2am ¥ aBY) (o) (lany dlia G Baadly
Juay) A3 cpag 3yglaall @il e Jlaally Alai) &4 olss () Maydina
NoppovOg (ufisa)ls S dragual Jlay ldy Aty Ta¥ AV alall sgny
el Al JMA (e Axleadl) aS X g

B4 Ay Ay colal LS ¢ lagy) sl 43 ardiny) B eal) (85 ¢ aay
Cassilias (o sy ot 08 B Ly GugmnsisgisiSom (s 2V 1Y ol
Moxvoolg Nopavtog (sl (m ousShis Ilafovg Totapfovtog
iy (Jlanl) Ao pall g5 e AWFOPOG Gusars (L gadd g Slaslly
iy Audsl Ul lagh alg ) 500 Akl Ve v g g b “)&;sga Y4 Juli
(i alles B Jead A4 Gaba GlS Lay g ¢ Qupagtsa

(1) P. Oxy, Wagner.2.
Cadbad) (AN (i & geasd g a3l (B AT B g calad p g8 ) Galad Adiae (Y gaala (V)
waéigidbﬁubpuiuﬁswﬁﬁmgﬂg;\M\ﬁh‘;&c iy gl

(A gl 13l (siall Gl
Rathbone, D., Mapping the South-West Fayyum: Sites and Taxs, Vol.ll,
Congresso Internazionale di Papiriologia, 2001,p.1113; Gardiner, A.H,
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(1) P. Mich, IX. 543 (134-136 A.D).

(2) Husselman, E.M., Papyris from Karanis, Third Series :Michigan
Papyri, 9, 1971, pp.55-57.

(3) Daniel, & Sijpesteijn, Remarks on the Camel, p.112; Wallace,
Taxation., p.89.

(4) Husselman, op. cit., p. 90.
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(1) Avogadro, S., "La AIIOI'PA®AI di Proprieta nell Egitto Greco-
Roman™, Aeg, 15, 1935, p.133; Adams, op. cit.,, p.155;Samuel,
D.,""Greek and Roman at Socnopaiou Nesos', Cong. Pap. XVI, 1980,
p.294.

die Ul $ ad Ay pal) b laka &) 1y Y Y ¥ e (bl o el daghud) adda A (V)

P. Lond, 1. 468. :488 (8 3,9 LaS dad) ja 1) )iy Cipla Cua cilad) 3 e

(3) Sijpesteijn, & Wallace, op. cit., p.112;.Y 1 + g (@bl aa sall (z3ua 4

(4) Wallace, op. cit., p.272.
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(1) Sijpesteijn , Customs...., pp.21-22.

(2) Wallace, op. cit., p.272.

(3) Sijpesteijn, op. cit., p.22; Cottier, M., "The Customs Districts of
Roman Egypt', Congress.Papyrology,25, ( Ann Arbor. 2010) p.146.

(4) Bagnall, R.S., ""Army and Police in Roman Upper Egypt", JARCE, 14,
14, 1977, p.67.

(5) Bagnall, op. cit., p.67.

(6) SPP, XXII. 140; sae b ras B Lelaia¥) g 4550l Al (al) e daaf Cppal)
ALy Gigand) g a3l cpe la (el g A0 ) 3N ¢ gua Al 3 — Clag )

LOY0a Y4 Gall (Lelaiayl
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Wallace, op. cit., p.273.
(1) SB, XI1. 10915 (154 A.D).
(2) P. Customs, 228 (158 A.D). &lia ¢)S Layy «adia £ jawal) puy G s 5 19
wad awSijpesteijn, op. cit., p.61. el dal gl ) Jlasdl paal e

Wallace, op. cit., p.273.
(3) Wallace, op. cit., p.272.
(4) BGU, 1V.1088 (142 A.D).
[<lexoplaylp va(v) [nIn p 8¢[Ct | [ApaPucoig(?) xlapdy(pacwy).
(5) BGU, 11. 453 (154 A.D). :Jia ¢l jauall (il o A pa a8 339 ulpnnsi 923 A0l 32 (a9

P. Fay, 68 (158 A.D); P. Lond, 11. 330 (164 A.D).
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Adams, Land..., p.32;.¥+ 402 <) 394 3 _alal) dly )
(2) Adams, op. cit., p.32; Sijpesteijn, op. ci t., p.23.
(3) Wallace, op. cit., p.258.
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(1) Sijpesteijn, op. cit., p.23; Cottier, op. cit., p. 145; Wallace, Taxation, p.
258.

(2) P. Amh, 116 (78 A.D).

(3) BGU, Il. 768. "ne(me)u@renon) on(a) moweo) XvOiv(maivr) Nilva
m(kéivo) M ¢ k0 (g60) Loaamic(h) ép(ayosd) &(mi) Oa(kMiw) TOW®) Al
Ovi(AnOvo) (aEnapao) néllaceo Bl émi 6h® €A OVI(AnOvo) (aEnapao)
née o . (nvro) 6 ®alk(voln) oemné-[E a, B".

4) BGU, Il. 867. "mensyoienan) ond  wou(eo) XvOrva(aivr)
e€exvOny(a0ico) Xaf amioh ¢ p (dyoM?)) € m i OogAi Oviin0O(vo)
<aEnapao> 6 v v AdEnaivd n&i-nn, v".

(5) SB, V. 7828 (210 A.D).
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(1) P. Mich, 3367(11-111 A.D).

(2) SB, 22. 15758 (11-111 A.D).

(3) P. Customs, 378 (11-111 A.D).

(4) P. Alex, Giss.I1 (11-111 A.D).

(5) Wallace, op. cit., p. 258; SPP, 22.151 (144 A.D).

(6) P. Customs, 342 (209 A.D). "tereh (OvnTar)oud) mor(ng) Pura
(0hoiac) M(pévog)
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(1) Wallace, op. cit., p.268.
(2) Grenfell, B, & Hunt, A.S., Fayum Towns and their Papyri, London,
1900, pp.197ff.
(3) Sijpesteijn, Customs Duties in, p.24.
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(1) Johnson, A., Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletain, vol.ll,
Baltimore, 1936, p.592; Wallace, Taxation...., p.269.

(2) Wilcken, U., Grundzige und Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde,
Leipzig, 1912, p,360.

(3) P. Customs, 470 (208 A.D). "tetel (OwvnTan)oa ok (15) Aovuoirdoog
(¢katooTloV) Kai mevinkootév "Hpaking £€ (aywv) sic Poppd 6poPov
Koo TPic Kol @oiviko [¢ Kapniovg 000 mOAOV gva Kol £mi
Ol [€] vi éhaiov peTtpnTag TS (ETOVg) 1g Meyeip Tpitn Kol £ikaor
Ky. Xopic yopak (Tipog)".

(4) P. Stras, 11.123 = P. Customs, 192 (144 A.D).

(5) P. Oxy, XIX. 4740 (183 A.D).
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(1) P. Customs, 467 (11-111 A.D). "mapij(Eev) owa [tO]A(MS) Aro[vo(oradog)]|
gmrpéyov 0poc| p kai v avrioov[e-] forevsauny (l. avtiovv|g]-
Boincapnyv) 5| Hpokhijc é-|Eayovra (I. é€ayov) cigl Popa (I. Poppd)
E[Madv [kapqrovg €€ | mdlovg dvm (I. 6V0). 10| (rovc) i’ Tofr pia
Kol £ikaot, ka'"'.

(2) Wallace, op. cit., p. 268.

(3) P. Customs, 472 (207 A.D); 470, (208 A.D).

(4) P. Oxy, X1X.474 (158 A.D).
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(1) BGU, I11. 2319 = P. Customs, 136 (126 A.D).

(2) P. Ryl, 11 (197 A.D).
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(1) PSI, V. 368.
Sl By Q) Ve IS e O e (% ) 2 3 sas) B popeTpov a sy <uB (Y)
P. Lond, 1223.a¢ie GEli 5 qua i agla
(3) Wallace, op. cit., pp.34-42.
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Abdel Latif, A., The Roman Veterans in Egypt,University of Michigan,
1949, p.142; Goodman,M,& Sherwood, J., The Roman World 440
B.C-180 A.D, New York, 2005, p.270 .
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(1) Tarn, op. cit,, p. 189; Rostovtzeff, ""The Foundations of Social and
Economic Life in Egypt in the Hellenistic Times", JEA,6, 1920, p.166.

(2) Rostovtzeff, M., "*Angariae™, Klio, 6, 1906, p,254.
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Aeg = Aegyptus Rivista Italinanaedi Egittologia di Papirologia.
AHR = American Historical Review.

BASP = The Bulletin of The American Society Papyrologists.
CdE = Chronique d’Egypte.

Cong.Pap = International Congress Papyrology.

JARCE =Journal of The American Research Center Ingypt.
JEA =The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.

JJP = The Journal of Juristic Papyrology.

JRS = Journal of Roman Studies.

Klio =Klio, Beitrage zur Alten Geschichte, Berlin, 1901.
L.C.L = Loeb Classical Library.

TAPA = Transactions of the American Philological Association.
TAPS = Proceedings of the American Philological Society.
TPAPA = Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological
Association.

ZPE = Zeitschrift Fur Papyrologie und Epigraphik.
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- Pliny, Natural History, Trans: by, Rackham,H., (L.C.L) London,19609.
- Plutarchus, Lives, Trans: by, Perrin, B., (L.C.L),1949.
- Strabo, Geography, Trans: by, Horace, L., (L.C.L) London, 1969.
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e BGU = Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Kdinglichen (later
Staatlichen) Museen zu Berlin, Griechische urkunden, ed.
Wilcken, U,and Schubart, W, Berlin, 1895-1976.

e P.Aberd = Catalogye of Greek and Latin Papyri and Ostraca in
the Possession of the University of Aberdeen, ed. E.G. Turner.
Aberdeen,1939.

e P.Alex.Giss = Papyri variae Alexandrinae et Gissenses, ed. J.
Schwartz. Brussels 1969.

e P.Amh = The Amherst Papyri, Being Account of the Greek Papyri
in the Collection of the Right Hon. Lord Amherst of Hackney,
F.S.A. at Didlington Hall, Norfolk, ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S.
Hunt. 11, London, 1900-1901.

e P.Bas = E. Rabel and W.Spiegelberg, Papyrusurkunden der
offentlichen Bibliothek der Universitat zu Basel, Berlin, 1917.

e P.Brook = Greek and Latin Papyri, Ostraca and Wooden Tablets
in the Collection of the Brooklyn Museum, ed.J.C. Shelton.
Florence,1992.

e P.Col = Cohumbia Papyri, I, Tax lists and Ttansportation
Receipts from Theadrlphia, ed. W.L. Westermann and C.W.
Keyes. New york, 1932.

e P.Coln = Kolner Papyri, ed. B. Kramer, R. Hubner, and others,
Opladen, 1976-2007.

e P.Customs = Customs Duties in Graeco-Roman Egypt, by, P.J,
SiJpesteidn, Zutphen, 1987.

e P.Duk = Ancient Egyptian Papyri at Duke University, 1993.
e P.Fay = Fayum Towns and their Papyri, ed. B.P. Grenfell, A.S.
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Hunt and D.G. Hogarth, London, 1900.

P.Flor = Papyri Greco-Eqgizii, Papyri Fiorentini, ed. Vitelli and D.
Comparctti, Milen, 1906- 1915.

P.Gen = Les Papyrus de Geneve, ed. J. Nicole . and P.
Schubert,1996.

P.Hamb = Greichische Papyrusurkunden der Hamburger Staats-
und Universitatsbibliothek, ed. B. Kramer and D. Hagedorn,
Bonn, 1984.

P.Harr = The Rendel Harris Papyri of Woodbrooke College,
Birmingham.ed. J.E. Powell. Cambridge, 1930.

P.Leit = Leitourgia Papyri, ed. N. Lewis, Philadelphia, 1963.
P.Lond = Greek Papyri in the British Museum, ed. F.G. Kenyon,
and H.I. Bell, and T.C. Skeat, London, 1898-1974.

P. Mich = Michigan Papyri, ed. C.C. Edger, A.E. Boak and others,
Toronto,1931-1975.

P.Oslo = Papyri Osloenses,ed. S. Eitrem and L. Amundsen, 1931-
1936.

P.Oxf = Some Oxford Papyri, ed. E.P. Wegener, Leiden, 1942.
P.Oxy = The Oxyrhynchus Papyri, ed. B.P. Grenfell, and A.S.
Hunt and Others, London, 1992.

P.Petaus = Das Archiev des Petaus, ed. U. Hagedorn, h. C. Youtie,
and Others, Cologne Opladen, 1969.

P.Petr = The Flinders Petrie Papyri, ed. J.P. Mahafffy, Dublin,
1893.

P.Prag = Papyri Graecae Wessely Pragenses, ed. R. Pintaudi, and
L. Vidman, Firenze, 1988.

P.Ryl = Catalogue of the Greek and Latin Papyri hn the John
Rylands Library, Documents of the Ptolemaic and Roman
Periods, ed. J. Johnson, V. Martin and A.S. Hunt, Manchester
1915.

P.Stras = Griechische Papyrus der Kaiserlichen Universitats und
Landes-bibliothek zu Strassburg, ed. F. Preisigke, Leipzig, 1912-
1989.

P.Tebt = The Tabtunis Papyri, ed. B.P. Grenfell, A.S. Hunt, and
J.G. Smyly, London, 2005.

PSI = Pubblicazione della Societa ltaliana, ed. G. Vitelli, and M.
Norsa, Florence, 1957.
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Sel.Pap = Select Papyri, ed. A.S. hunt and C.C. Edgar, London,
1934.

SPP = Studien Zur Plalacographie und Papyruskund, ed. C.
Wessely. A, Leipzig, 1904-1922.
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