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The Notebooks of the Egyptian Hospice (Takieh)
in Makkah al-Mukarramah Preserved in the
National Documentation House in the Period
(1280-1296 AH | 1863-1879 AD) (Diplomatic Archival
Historical Study).

Hisham Ahmed Abdel Rahman
Documentation and Libraries¢ Faculty of Arabic Language¢ Al-Azhar

University< Assiut
E-mail:: hisham.47@azhar.edu.eg

Abctract:

Egypt paid attention to both internal and external charitable benefits
and among these interests was establishing many hospices, which have a
lot of varied purposes. So, they were a shelter for many of the poor and
needy who have no home, widows and orphans who have no breadwinner,
and the expatriate scholars from all parts of the Islamic world used to meet
there to perform the rituals of Hajj and Umrah and to learn religious
sciences. Also, those hospices were a place for the people of Sufism to
perform dhikr and celebrate birthdays, such as the Prophet’s birthday, the
birth of Imam Al-Hussein, the birthday of Al-Ahmadi and Al-Dasuqi; and
the revival of some nights of the Hijri months such as the day of Ashura_
the tenth day of the month of Muharram_ the night of the middle of
Sha’ban, the last ten days of Ramadan, and the first ten days of Dhul-
Hijjah. In addition, the hospices were spent on them from the donations of
the people or the endowment of some of the property they owned. Some
Egyptian rulers have taken care to endow these hospices as the means of
goodness that must be preserved so that the charitable works that they
provide, whether they are religious, scientific or social, will not be
interrupted. This research aims to study one of the important external
Egyptian hospices religiously, economically and socially, which was
preserved in the National Documents House in Cairo, under the name
"Makkah Al-Mukarramah Hospice Books'" within the integrated archival
calendar debt books. The subjects of this study varied in terms of
administrative subordination and its organizational structure, and the
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service role it plays in receiving Hajj and Umrah convoys, the covering of
the Holy Kaaba, disbursing the necessary subsidies for its workers, and
feeding the arrivals to the Sacred House from Egyptians and others. These
hospices are like embassies in our current era, as they are serving the
people affiliated with them, taking full care of them, and paying the harm
they suffer from the places where they reside. In addition, the archival
study is represented in the preparation of an archive description card for
the sub-series, description cards for models of notebooks, an inventory of
the hospice (Takieh) notebooks as well as preparing a documentary study
according to the science of modern diplomatics.

Keywords: Calendar Office,  Finance Office , Astana Workshop,
Accounts, Hospice (Takieh) , Mecca, Archival Study, Documentary Study
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