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The philosophical circumstances of the emergence of Christianity
and the position of the Pre-Nicene Fathers towards it
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Abstract

The introduction to the research presents the importance of the topic and the
questions it seeks to answer. The research then studies the philosophical
circumstances in which the Christian religion arose and the position of the pre-
Nicene fathers towards it, through three sections: The first section presents the most
important philosophical schools that preceded Christianity and were contemporary
with its inception, namely Platonism, Stoicism, Pythagoreanism, and Hellenistic
Judaism (whether in its later books or in its philosophers). . The second section
presents the truth about the spread of philosophies in the most important major
cities in the Roman Empire at the beginning of and during the first century, and
focuses on Paul’s upbringing in philosophy and his relationship with it. The third
section studies the positions of the Pre-Nicene Fathers regarding philosophy and
divides them into two positions: the position of complete rejection, and the position
of controlled acceptance. At the conclusion of the research, some results and the
most important recommendations, then sources and references are listed.

One of the most important results of this research is that the three centuries
preceding the emergence of Christianity were full of Hellenistic philosophical
schools, the most important of which were: Platonism in its early, skeptical, and
intermediate stages, Stoicism in its early, middle, and late Roman stages,
Pythagoreanism in its original and modern stages, and Hellenistic Judaism at its
levels in travel and among philosophers. The spread of philosophies continued
throughout At the beginning of and during the first century, with its various schools
in the major cities of the empire; Such as Alexandria, Tarsus, Athens, and Rome,
and this was the reason for the mixing of the early Church Fathers with
philosophers and their ideas, and for some of them to grow up within it. With the
many points of intersection between the clash or coexistence that occurred between
the Fathers of the Church and philosophy, the positions of the Fathers differed
regarding the general position of it, between declaring general rejection - while
being influenced by it. And anyone who declares its partial acceptance falls into its
trap.

Keywords: Philosophical, Circumstances, The Emergence , Christianity, The

Position of The Fathers, Nicea.
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