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Islam and Globalization, an Analytical Study of the Issues of Openness
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Abstxract

This research addresses the issue of globalization and its impact on the dual necessities of
the desire for openness and the desire to preserve identity. This is achieved through an
introduction, six chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter is titled "Western
Globalization and the Islamic World," the second chapter is titled "Openness and its
Domains," the third chapter is titled "Muslims and Conscious Openness," the fourth chapter
is titled "Muslims and Unconscious Openness," the fifth chapter is titled "Religious Identity
and the Challenge of Globalization," and the sixth chapter is titled "Closure and Identity."
The aim of the research is to provide an accurate portrayal of the reality of globalization
without the exaggerations of globalists or the stagnation of traditionalists. It highlights the
challenges posed to religious identity and seeks to address the issue of cultural and religious
openness, elucidating the theoretical and practical Islamic stance on it throughout history.
The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, and critical approach. It concludes with
several key findings, notably that the most appropriate way to address the challenges of
globalization is by equipping ourselves with scientific, intellectual, and technological
strength so that we become partners in it rather than mere beneficiaries subjected to
globalization's dictates against our will. Furthermore, the research distinguishes between
two types of openness in Islam. The first is conscious openness, wherein a Muslim is
encouraged to examine the perspectives of others and only extract what is useful and
valuable. The second is absolute openness, a concept rejected because it dilutes both
religious and cultural identity, turning the individual into a blend devoid of either Eastern
or Western traits. Lastly, the research concludes that Islam, despite its emphasis on religious
identity, does not oppose national identities as long as they are free from bigotry and

extremism and do not conflict with the core values of Islam and its lofty principles.
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