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Between Al-Senussi and Al-Razi, An attempt to get rid the Ash'ari lesson
from philosophical captivity

Muhammad Abdel Halim Bishi

Department of Creed and Da'wah, College of Sharia and Islamic Studies,
Qatar University, Doha, State of Qatar

E-mail: halimbichi@gmail.com

Abstxract

Imam Al-Fakhr Al-Razi is considered as a final scholar of the Ash'ari school, and the one
who opened the way to the Encyclopedias who struggled with the philosophical lesson and
tried to assimilate it and adapt its researchs into natural subjects and the psychics of Ilm al-
Kalam (scholastic theology) essays, surpassing the efforts of the Mu'tazilites in the subtleties
of Ilm al-Kalam. Al-Baydawi, Al-Iji, Al-Taftazani, and Al-Armawi inherited the Razi
school, which set high subjects on all rational and natural sciences.

It is a very distinguished oriental school that has no equal in the Islamic West, and which
preserved the methodology of Al-Juwayni and Al-Ghazali in determining issues of creed
(Akidah)y and Ilm al-Kalam, and the best expression of this legacy is Abu Abdullah Al-
Senussi, whose school left a huge legacy of texts and explanations of his six beliefs and their
introductions.

The methodological and objective criticisms of Al-Fakhr Al-Razi school have emerged in
the folds of Al-Senussi texts, mainly related to the deviation from the line of the early
Ash’aris to another line that they have always fought and imprisoned in simsim cones
(Aqmaa Al Simsim) since the fatal blow that Al-Ghazali dealt in his book titled
“Incoherence of the Philosophers.”

The research discusses this problem in identifying the details of the dispute between the two
imams, and whether it is a methodological or objective dispute, or whether it is total or
partial, and what is its impact on Ilm al-Kalam lesson.

Some of the initial answers also assume the success of Al-Senussi in returning to the first
line, or agreeing with Al-Ghazali, or completely getting rid of the philosophical captivity in
which Al-Razi has alledgly implicated Ilm al-Kalam. And whether the historical
circumstances in the struggle with the Eastern Ibn Sina school had a role in that, or the
matter would have been the same in the confrontation with Ibn Rushd (Alhafid), who did

not succeed in prevailing his peripatetic school in the Islamic West.

Keywords: Al-Razi, Al-Senussi, [Im al-Kalam Al-Motaakhir (late scholastic
theology), Al-Ash'ari.
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