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“Criticism of religion in the Middle Age”.
Abstract

After the spread of Christianity, the European world lived troubled
centuries in the religious, scientific and intellectual fields, until it was
known in history as the Dark Ages; The church and its men dominated
those aspects, and invented beliefs that had nothing to do with
religion, such as the Eucharist, indulgences, and with the awareness
of the church men of the people’s aversion from them, some of the
church fathers resorted to philosophy and logic to support their
beliefs; So some churches established many schools, which took upon
themselves to teach the philosophy of Plato and Neoplatonism, by the
clergy themselves, but the nature of the human mind refuses to be
dragged behind imitation and fabrication; So critical movements arose
for the church’s orientations in the Middle Age; Men from the church
itself, who were dominated by the rational side and influenced by
philosophical thought, put the church’s beliefs on the table of research
and scrutiny, so they denied some of them and criticized them; The
era moved from the domination of the clergy, to indifference to them,
and rejection of religion itself. This study is an attempt to highlight
the critical aspects of the Christian religion, which appeared in the
medieval Christian era, and the extent of their success or failure in
changing the Western world, and bringing it out to the Renaissance
and Enlightenment era, and whether the criticism was sound in its
entirety, or that the criticism extended to correct beliefs, which cannot
be tampered with? And | did not find through my research a study that
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highlights the critical aspect of the church’s beliefs as this research
provides. | relied in this research on the descriptive analytical
approach, which highlights the opinions of the critics from men, and
schools of criticism, and puts them on the table of analysis and
scrutiny, and the extent of their correctness from their error, which
leads to the use of the critical approach as well. The research came in
an introduction, an introduction, three topics, and a conclusion. As for
the introduction: It contains the importance of the research, its
questions, previous studies, research methodology, and its plan. As
for the introduction: It defines the Middle Age. The first topic: The
beginning of the criticism movement and its causes. The second topic:
Men of criticism in the Middle Age. The third topic: Schools of
criticism. The conclusion: It contains the most important results of the
research, including: that the church’s control led to the Dark Ages,
and that the rise of rational thought led to the exit from this control,
and that some of the criticisms were not correct in their entirety.

Keywords: Criticism - Church - Clergy - Trinity - Rationality.
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