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The relationship between cause and effect
and its resulted rulings in Ash'arite thought

Abstract:

The research discusses the relationship between cause and effect in
Ash'arite thought. It is summarized in the undermentioned two sections: First,
the relationship between the servant’s ability and his action, and the
relationship between God’s power and the servant’s ability with his action.

The Ash'arites unanimously have agreed that there is a relationship
between the ability of the servant and his action, but they define it in five
interpretations, which can be summarized as follows: Imam Al-Ash'ari, may
God have mercy on him, says that the ability of the servant has no effect at all
on the existence of the action, rather he can be responsible of the result through
his created ability, so the origin of the action and its description is created by
God. That does not mean he denies the connection of the servant’s ability to
his actions, but a connection other than the effect. He explains that the
connection is unknown to us, but it is exist. Many of the Ash'arites agree with
him. As for Al-Bagillani: He believes God created the action and brought it
into existence out of nothingness, and the ability of the servant is to obey or
disobey that action. Al-Shahrastani followed him. As for Al- Isfaraini: He sees
the occurrence of an action as a result of the influence of two powers “It is
permissible for something destined to occur by two different powers (God and
servant) despite the difference in the result of the action”. He explains that the
power of the servant is not independent of the effect unless it is joined by God’s
power, at then it becomes independent of the effect. As for Al-Juwayni: He
believes in the influence of the power occurring in the action itself, but by
God’s will. Finally, Al-Razi: He describes the action based on reasons and
taking into consideration the equal possibility of the two parties resulting in
the predominance of one of them which is God’s power and will, and then the
action must occur. The Ash'ari Sunnis also agreed that God Almighty created
His servants, their fates and deeds, as God Almighty said ("But Allah has
created you and your handwork! ") [Surat At-Saffat: 1].

Second: The relationship between the cause and the effect in nature
matters. The Ash'arites unitedly believe in the relationship between the cause
and the effect, such as fire and burning, but it is a normal relationship and not
necessary to happen.

Keywords: cause, effect, reason, action, condition.
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