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Provisions of Domicile in the Saudi
Civil Transactions System

Nafae AwadhAllah M Alsehli

Department of Law, College of Science and Theoretical Studies,
Saudi Electronic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: nafa7550@hotmail.com

Abstract:

The current study aimed to explore the provisions of domicile in
the Saudi Civil Transactions System. The descriptive-analytical
approach was employed as the methodology for the study. The
study concluded that Islamic jurisprudence recognized the concept
of domicile, with Muslim jurists using the term "Watan"
(homeland) to denote domicile. Islamic jurisprudence classified
domiciles into three types: original domicile, residence domicile,
and dwelling domicile. Regarding the representation of domicile,
the Saudi law adopted both realistic and normative representations.
At times, it adopted the realistic representation of domicile as a
general rule, relying on actual habitual residence and stability. At
other times, it adopted the normative representation. The study also
noted that the Saudi law did not explicitly state the permissibility of
the absence of domicile. Instead, the draft aimed to localize this
relationship and link it to a specific place, unlike Egyptian and
Jordanian civil laws. The study affirmed that married women in
Saudi Arabia are no longer required to follow their husband's place
of residence. They have the right to choose a domicile different
from their husband's. The study recommended several points,
including unifying the definition of domicile in Saudi law, as
multiple definitions were present in Article 29 of the Saudi Civil
Status System, Article 9 of the Saudi Sharia Litigation System, and
Article 8 of the Civil Transactions System. It also recommended
avoiding the equating of domicile with place of residence, as Saudi
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law considered them interchangeable terms in Article 29 of the
Saudi Civil Status System, considering the place of residence as the
material element of domicile, which alone is insufficient to acquire
domicile. The study also urged clarifying the concept of domicile in
the Saudi Civil Transactions System and all its related provisions.
Moreover, it recommended changing the term "place of residence"
to "domicile" to align with the terminology of the Saudi Civil
Transactions System.

Keywords: Domicile, Transactions, Civil, Saudi Arabia,

Provisions.
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