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Authenticity of commercial books according
to the system of evidence
(applied original study)

Turki bin Abdulaziz bin Turki Al Saud

Department of Private Law, College of Law and Political Science,
King Saud University, Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: talsaud1@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

Every trader is required to perform book-keeping whether such
trader was a natural person or a legal person. The trader whose capital
is not more than SAR 100,000 is exempted from the book-keeping
requirement. However, the legislator stipulated in the law minimum
requirements of book-keeping. Further, it is permissible for the Judge
to peruse accounting books in all lawsuits both commercial and civil.
Perusal of accounting books may occur by one of the following
methods: submittal and perusal of the books according to the book-
keeping system, or giving access to them. Traders can enter into
commercial litigation where both have the same means for evidence.
Whereas, if the dispute i1s not commercial, traders cannot use the
accounting books as evidence against their opponent in litigation
according to the legal principle that a person may not create evidence
for itself. This principle was excluded with accounting books. The
legislator set out the manner through which a trader can support the
accounting book evidence against non-traders, which is giving
complementary oath as a means of proof exclusively not providing
any other methods of proof. Non-traders may refute the traders’
submissions with all means of evidence. In lawsuits where the trader
submits its accounting books and the opponent is a non-trader, the
value of the claim shall not exceed SAR 100,000 or its equivalent. It
is an established rule that a person may not be forced to provide
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evidence against itself. However, in the case of accounting book-
keeping law, evidence law, and similar laws in comparable laws, the
trader 1s obligated to submit its accounting books.

Keywords: Methods, Evidence, Commercial, Accounting Ledger,

Inventory, Daily.
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