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Criminal policies in confronting crimes of sexual

exploitation of children through social media platforms
in Omani law and comparative legislation

Hussein bin Saeed bin Saif Al-Ghafti

Department of Public Law, Arab Open University, Deanship of Law,
Sultanate of Oman.

E-mail: hussain.g@aou.edu.om

Abstract:

The research paper deals with the topic of criminal policies in the face
of crimes of sexual exploitation of children through social media
platforms in Oman’s law and comparative legislation, as it is a
traditional crime, but at the same time it’s new in terms of style, crimes
spread rapidly as a result of the great development in the field of
information technology, communications and the Internet & the ease
and speed of spread, and the emergence of social media platforms as one
of the most important detachments of the information age.

The importance of this paper lies in the fact that it’s an attempt by the
researcher to highlight a specific type of crime that affects childhood &
its future, and leaves psychological, health and social effects that
accompany its victims throughout their lives, and therefore it threatens
the family and society alike. Especially if we know that the large
percentage of users of social media platforms are children.

Through this research paper, the researcher sought to clarify images of
crimes of sexual exploitation of children carried out through social
media platforms and criminal protection of children, in light of the law
Oman legislation and comparative legislation, through three axes, the
first of which between the concept of the child and the concept of sexual
exploitation of children through social media platforms, and discussed in
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the second criminal responsibility for crimes of sexual exploitation of
children through social media platforms, and touched in the third on the
sanctions scheduled. In the fourth and final axis, the criminal
responsibility of Internet service providers explained the crimes of
sexual exploitation of children on social media platforms.

At the end of the research paper, the researcher concluded that there is a
need to focus on the issue of community awareness of this type of crime
and the importance of finding training programs to raise and increase the
efficiency of those who fight them. and intensifying the educational
interest of young people by community institutions, especially
educational institutions, by making them aware of the security dangers
of the Internet and clarifying the penalties that are imposed on the
perpetrators of these crimes, and calling on the media to highlight the
important role of combating the crimes of sexual exploitation of children
through social media platforms and highlighting the legislative position
in the Sultanate of Oman, Given the grave danger it poses to children
and society in all respects.

Keywords: Sexual Exploitation Of Children, Social Media Platforms,
Criminal Responsibility.
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(1) Valérie Ndior, Le réseau social: essai d’identification et de
qualification, Droit et réseaux sociaux, Laboratoire d’études
juridiques et politiques, Lextenso éditions, octobre 2015, p 20.

(2) Cassation, 1ére chamber civile, 17/2/2011, 3 arréts, M.O.X./Sté
Bloobox.net n 09-13.202, sté Nord-Ouest/ c. Daily motion n 09-67.896,
Société Agence des médias numériques/ M. K. X. n 09-15.857..

(3) Cassation Commerciale, 12/7/2012, 3 arréts, Société Google/ A
Rau et autres, http://www.legalis.net.

(4) TGI Paris 20 avril 2010, RLDI 2010/61 n°2019..

(5) CA Paris 16 septembre 2009 Jurisdata n°2009-016552.
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(1) Cour de justice de I’Union européenne (CJUE), 23 mars 2012, c-
236/08, aff. Google Adwors.

(2) TGI Toulouse, 13 mars 2008, Krim K c/Pierre G.

(3) T. Com Paris, 8¢me Chambre, 20 février, Flach Film c¢/Google.
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