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Mu'tazila of Basra and Baghdad's Constants and Variables

Saad Atiya Saad Abdul Samad Ghalmash

Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Boys, Desouk, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Emai: 1619010224@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

The emergence of the Mu’tazila was a complete intellectual development
due to their absorption of Greek and other philosophical ideas and their
adoption of logic and reasoning. In their view, the error was in the
intellect, which they considered the basis for moral responsibility. This
led to their viewing the intellect as a punishment that befell them and all
those who followed them. The current research aimed to uncover the
constants and variables among the Mu’tazila in Basra and Baghdad. The
current study relied on both descriptive and analytical methods to
thoroughly examine and analyze the phenomenon and extract the desired
research results. The historical method was employed to trace the
chronological stages of the phenomenon, which was applied in the
current study through the investigation of the constants, which are
phenomena related to the origin, and the variables, which are phenomena
associated with the changes that occurred within the group. The study has
yielded numerous results, and one of the most important findings is that
the Mu’tazila sect was established by Wasil Tbn Atta, who is considered
one of the prominent disciples of Imam Al-Hasan Al-Basri. There has
been a disagreement about the reason for naming them the Mu’tazila, but
one of the widely spread opinions is the disagreement that occurred
between Wasil lbn Atta and Imam Al-Hasan Al-Basri. Additionally, the
constants in the matters agreed upon by both the Basra and Baghdad
schools were found. These constants are represented by the five
principles upon which the Mu’tazila sect was founded. And it
recommended the necessity of conducting scientific research that
addresses the discussion about the Mu’tazila in Basra and Baghdad, so
that these studies include the opinions embraced by each school in detail.
This would facilitate researchers' understanding of the significant
differences between the ideas of the Basra Mu’tazila and the Baghdad
Mu’tazila.

Keywords: Mu'tazila, Basra, Baghdad, Constants, Variables
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