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The effect of digitizing literature on the concept of text 
and methods of treating it critically 

Asmaa Hassan Muhammad Al-Nuwairi 
Department of Literature and Criticism - Department of Arabic Language 
- College of Education and Arts - University of Tabuk, Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia. 
najla.r.a@hotmail.comEmail:  

Abstract 
Digital literature raises a problem related to reception, 
which is reflected in the theory of literature itself, in terms of 
the concept of text, methods, and methods of critical 
treatment. Therefore, it has become necessary to study the 
relationships of influence and influence between the 
digitization of literature (literature in its digital form) and 
traditional literary theory that deals with fixed texts, from 

the perspective of reception. 
Hence, this study seeks to demonstrate the impact of the 
digitization of literature on the concept of the literary text 
and the way it is treated critically, and the variables this 

impact opens up in the reception process itself. 
As for its importance, it comes from the fact that it 
addresses a topic that has not received sufficient attention in 
literary and critical studies, due to the difficulties 
surrounding it related to the multiplicity of its components 
and their overlap between two main fields (The literary text 
in its traditional form, and the new text in its digital form); 
The first of them (digital text) is still in the process of 
formation, and is subject to continuous changes with the 
development of technology itself. Thus, it sheds light on what 
the impact of the digitization of literature opens up on the 
variables related to its reception and the potential effects that 

result from it, in light of the theory of literature itself. 
In light of this endeavour, the study will address a 
number of main topics: It includes the concept of the literary 
text and methods of treating it critically, in light of the 
elements of reception and their connection to literary theory. 
It also includes the concept of digital literature, its nature, 
and its connection to technological developments and their 
impact on the emergence of new textual phenomena. It goes 
beyond the traditional scope of literary theory. It also 
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includes the impact of this development on the direct 
reception of literary text, and the possible changes it may 
lead to in literary theory. Finally, the study examines the 
potential results of these interrelationships between the 
digitization of literature and its theory. In completing this 
study, I will follow the descriptive analytical method, because 
of its ability to monitor the phenomena related to the subject 
of the study, and because of its ability to also analyze the 
relationships that exist between those phenomena and draw 

conclusions related to its subject. 
Keywords: concept of literary text, theory of literary 

genres, theory of literature, reception, digitization of 
literature. 
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