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The semiotics of wine in the poetry of Abu Nawas
(Interpretive reading in selected models)

Elham Ahmed Al-Ghamdi

Department of Arabic Language - College of Sciences and Arts,
Khamis Mushait King Khalid University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: elhamahmed@yahoo.com

Abstract

This study seeks towards a semiotic reading of
Abu Nawas wines, by reading the signifier of wine in the
third volume devoted by Wagner. Taking advantage of
the data of the semiotic and structural approaches; With
the concepts of hermeneutic semiotics established by
Gérard Genette, de Saussure, Peirce and Eco. Trying to
fill the whiteness of this tempting text; Through reading
and deconstruction, without falling into the trap of
falling into theorizing.

The study sought to reach a set of results:
Through a set of questions, including: Why did the titles
of wines shock the recipient? How were his wines based
on the two techniques: erasure and proof? What is
erasure and proof? Why did he make it? How is he doing
that? What is the meaning of this change? What is the
secret of his uniqueness from previous poets, and his
rebellion against the inherited structure of the poem?

The reading suggested that depression might be
closer to imagination regarding his complex and
psychological illnesses, in which he transmitted his
personal concerns through the thresholds of his wines.

The reading also sought to interpret the
thresholds of Khamri’s penetrating speech, and found it
to be a promiscuous and amusing speech in its
superficial structure. And a speech against all forms of
authoritarian practices, which Al-Nawasi does not agree
with in its deep structure.

Keywords: alcoholism, semiotics, interpretation,
thresholds, signs.
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