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Exile and Otherness in Two Novels
( Forgive Me — | Loved You More Than | Should)
as a Model Applied critical study

Iman Ali Suleiman Al-Balawi
Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of
Education, University of Tabuk, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Email: eaalbalawi@ut.edu.sa

Abstract

This study aimed to unveil the essence of exile in the
works of a Saudi female writer and the reasons behind her
utilization of this phenomenon by addressing the following
question: How did the writer employ the phenomenon of
exile within the narrative text, and what mechanisms did
she employ? This was achieved through an exploration of
the phenomenon of exile in the novels ""Forgive Me' and
"l Loved You More Than I Should," identifying the types
of exile within the two novels, and elucidating the
mechanisms employed by the writer to utilize this
phenomenon, whether intentional or spontaneous. The
study employed a critical analytical methodology to trace
the phenomenon of exile in the subject novels. The study
was structured with an introduction and a preamble
containing: a definition of exile, motivations for exile, and
three main requisites. The first requisite discussed the
types of exile, the second examined the mechanisms
employed by the writer to utilize the phenomenon of exile,
and the third addressed exile, self, and the Other. The
study's findings highlighted the writer's keenness to
incorporate the phenomenon of exile within the narrative
text, utilizing linguistic techniques to shape the exilic
phenomenon within the text. The study further revealed
the writer's emphasis on employing the phenomenon of
exile within the narrative through various mechanisms,
including narrative techniques, character delineation, and
invocations.  Additionally, the novels portrayed
contemporary life, which underwent a disintegration of
social and religious values due to exile. The representation
of exile in the romantic novel was manifested in the
internal conflict of the self with its desires and the conflict
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with the Other to subjugate them to these desires. Finally,
the writer meticulously depicted the details of exile,
starting with the portrayal of characters and their
surroundings, and utilizing narrative to serve the exilic
phenomenon. The writer not only delineated the
dimensions of exile but also elucidated the causes of this

exile.

Keywords: Exile Phenomenon, Otherness, Self-
Conflict, Narrative Text, Linguistic Techniques.
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