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The image of miserly behavior: 
 a comparative study between misers and Shakespeare's 
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King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia 
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Abstract 
      This study dealt with (the image of the behavior 

of the miser, a comparative study between the misers of 
Al-Jahiz and (The Merchant of Venice) by Shakespeare) 
in the footsteps of the American School in the 
comparative study, with the use of some tools of the 
psychological analytical approach as required by the 
nature of the texts, in an attempt to reach the 
dimensions of behavior emanating from The miser, its 
nature, its effect, and the degree of its interaction with 
the recipient whether it is acceptance or rejection, 
expectation or violation of that expectation as a result of 
the act of this category being alien to his awareness and 

perception. 
Also, knowing the extent of communication and 

influence between the two literatures, and whether there 
are points of convergence between them, and one of the 
most prominent results was the absence of influence 
between the two literatures, but this does not preclude 
the existence of thought, human values, and common 
behaviors between nations, which constitute an 
important element in their construction, and need to be 
expressed no matter how different they are. Languages 
and religions, and humanity remains in dire need of 
everything that is worthy of its nourishment to walk in 
an effective positive compatibility with the universe and 

life. 
Keywords: Al-Jahiz, Misers, Shakespeare, Shylock, 

Miserliness, Behavior, Comparative.. 
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