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The play of “al-Malik Udib” in the Mirror of Influence
and Being Influenced: A Comparative Study.

Adel Musaylih Almuthaybiri

Department of the Arabic language, College of Arts, Taif University,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: Adelms2020@gmail.com

Abstract

This research deals with the phenomenon of influence and
being influenced in comparative literature and its implications
for the emergence and development of the art of theatre in the
Arab world within the framework of combining authenticity and
influence, taking Tawfiq al-Hakim’s theatre and his play “al-
Malik Udib” as a model. This study is limited to tracing the
European influences in Arab theatre, especially in Egypt and
Tawfiq al-Hakim’s play, to obtain more accurate results without

delving into details that do not serve the subject.

The research included an introduction that presented the
topic of the study, its importance, its objectives, the reasons for
choosing the topic, its questions, limitations, methodology, and
literature reviews. This was then followed by four sections: the
first focused on the concept of influence and being influenced in
comparative literary studies; the second focused on the history of
the emergence of Arab theatre and its European roots; the third
focused on the European tributaries in Tawfiq al-Hakim’s
theatre; and the fourth focused on the similarities and differences
between the plays of Sophocles and al-Hakim by concentrating on
the following aspects: title, content, idea, plot, events, and
characters.

The research concluded with important results, the most
prominent of which are: revealing the importance of
comparative studies; the phenomenon of influence and being
influenced between Arab theatre and European literature; and
their effectiveness in its origin, development, and prosperity as a
means of overcoming the narrow national outlook and keeping
pace with advanced foreign literatures. It also became clear that
the influences of Greek culture and the play of Sophocles on al-
Hakim did not fall under cultural and literary dependency, but
rather was within the framework of originality, which aims to
benefit from foreign literature in a way that serves the
development of the art of Arab theatre and enhances its global
presence.

Keywords: The Influence Studies, Theatre, Oedipus play,
Sophocles, Tawfiq al-Hakim.
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