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The Relationship Between Psychological Theorizing and
Literary Creativity: Al-Aqgad as a Model
Mustafa Muhammad Binmayaba
Department of Criticism and Comparative Literature,Department of
Arabic Language and Literature,King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia
Email: mmayaba@kau.edu.sa

Abstract
The literary critic and poet Abbas Mahmoud al-

Aqqgad (d. 1964 AD) is considered one of the most important
pioneers of the psychological approach in the study of
literature, which analyzes literature from a psychological
angle that considers the personality of the writer and links
the content of the literary work to the psychology of its
writer. In his writings, al-Aggad discussed the psychological
dimensions of praising political power and directed the poet
to consider himself in praise before considering the
psychology and desires of the patron. In this context, the
study compares al-Aggad's theory related to the
psychological dimensions associated with the elements of
literary communication in the poem of praise, where the
poet is the messenger, the patron is the receiver, and the
poem itself is a message -on the one hand- and his
application of that vision in his literary creativity in his
praises of rulers and kings, on the other. The poem of " The
Lion of the Lair", in which al-Aqgad praises King Abdul
Aziz (d. 1953 AD), was chosen as a model that illustrates the
extent of harmony between al-Aqgqgad's's theory and his
literary application of that theory. From the analysis of the
poem, it is concluded that al-Agqgad's's is committed in his
poem, to a large extent, to the psychological and literary
standards associated with the elements of literary
communication that he suggested to poets praising power.

Keywords: Psychological approach, literary creativity,
praise poem, King Abdulaziz.
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e From Expulsion To Readmission: lbn °Abi Hafsa’s Rhetorical
Technique at The ‘Abbasid Court, Mustafa Binmayaba, Journal of
Arabic and Islamic Studies 15 (2015).

e The Mantle Odes: Arabic Praise Poems to the Prophet
Muhammad, Suzanne Stetkevych, Indiana University Press,

2010, Bloomington & Indianapolis, p. 65;
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