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Abstract:

Social partnership is an important issue that has been widely
viewed in recent years by many studies, especially in developed
countries such as the United States, Britain and Australia, as a
modern global approach. This view towards social partnership as
one of the strategies that can help resolve the problems of societies
and meet their needs has resulted from the rapid global
transformations and successive social changes. In this regard,
several deanships of community service and continuous education
at Saudi Universities have set as one of their objectives the
establishment of partnerships between these universities and
community institutions; however, on the ground, this partnership
is still limited and weak, and it neither reflects the potential of the
universities nor the needs of the community. Therefore, the aim of
this study was to offer a proposal for the deanships to activate this
social partnership in the light of some international models. The
study used the descriptive analytical method, and addressed the
university's service to the society in terms of its importance, stages
and fields. It also looked at the role of the deanships of community
service and continuous education at Saudi universities in terms of
their mission, objectives and services. Furthermore, the study
discussed the issue of social partnership in terms of its
importance, requirements and obstacles. The study has also
presented several international models for social partnership in
many domains. The study concluded with the development of a
proposed vision for the deanships of community service towards
activating social partnership in the light of some international
models in six areas: awareness of the importance of partnership,
educational partnership, training, research partnership, scientific
consultation and general service.
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