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Cultural Compatibility and Diversity of Narration in
Modern Arabic Story: The Short Story Collection

(Ghorbat Al-Arab) by Yusuf Zeidan as a Model (An
Applied Critical Study)
Sana Suleiman Saeed Mustafa
Department of Literature and Criticism, Prince Sattam bin gﬁ%

Abdulaziz University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. o=
E-mail: Sanaasolimanll@yahoo.com &,
Abstract: (ﬁ

The research addressed cultural compatibility and the
diversity of narration in the modern Arabic story, and |
chose to apply it to the short story collection (Ghorbat
Arab) by Youssef Zeidan, which was a model of the
narrator's honesty to highlight the homogeneity in cultural
patterns. The research came in two sections, each of which
fell into two parts. The first section was titled "Cultural
Patterns and Narrator's Reliability,” and its first part
discussed the self-narration, while the second discussed the
narrative between directness and indirectness. The second
section was titled "Cultural Patterns and the Recruitment of
Time," and its first part discussed psychological time and
the technique of determination, while the second discussed
psychological time and the technique of retrieval. The
research concluded with the following findings: The self-
narration is based on the author's credibility and his
participation in the characters of the work. The ego is
reflected in the language of the narrative and the pronouns
in the text, which enabled Youssef Ziedan to present his
cultural views directly through the character of the
protagonist in each story. The self-narration is linked to the
discussion of cultural patterns in which the author expressed
his opinion, such as: the trade in antiquities, the concept of
occupation in the name of conquest, and the inheritance of
the Arab Spring. In these, the author sought to expose

ﬁity and call for an open cultural discourse that removes
\
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the sanctity from false sacredness. Discontinuous or indirect

narration is based on the variation of pronouns in the text.

Thus, the narrator appears in certain positions, while he

disappears in others. This enabled the author to discuss

important cultural patterns, such as: Egyptian labor in the

%/A\ Gulf and the differentiation of their conditions with the

CF’ citizens of the host countries, joining armed groups, jihad in

the name of religion in specific areas, such as Libya and

%ﬁ Syria, sexual violence against women. As a result, this

narrative style allowed him to disappear, as one of the

characters of the work, when discussing a cultural pattern

that he rejects, such as extremism and terrorism in the name

of religion. Psychological time in the novel is its specific

framework, which differs from real time. The author relies

on it to move forward from it, as a rush to the event, or to

go backwards from it, as a rebound from the event. This is

what Yusuf Zeidan used in his exhibition of cultural

patterns in the stories of the group. The technique of haste

and determination was associated with multiple cultural

patterns, such as: The displacement of citizens of poor

countries to work in oil-producing countries. The

inheritance of the Arab Spring and the author's expectation

that they would lead to nothing. The masculine, narrow

view of women in Eastern societies. The religious and

sectarian division that brought ruin and destruction to the
Arab region.

Keywords: Cultural compatibility- Modern Arabic

story- Ghorbat Al-Arab - Youssef Zeidan- Diversity of

Narration.
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