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Dramatic Structure Formation in Children’s Theater
Texts in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: Selected Models
Hilala bint Saad Al Harithi
Department of Arabic Language and Literature, King
Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: halharthy@kau.edu.sa
Abstract:
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Children's theater is considered one of the most g&.

important arts that are presented to children because of its
communicative and expressive role in promoting values,
cognitive development, and cultural building for children.
One of its characteristics is that its discourse is based on the
duality of text/performance. In order for this theatrical
discourse to reach the child according to his concepts and
comprehension, it needs a theatrical text whose dramatic
construction is formed of elements that carry the
foundations of the text and its techniques. Saudi theatrical
texts directed to children have featured a dramatic
construction that is diverse in terms of mechanisms and
techniques, and conforms to the child's reception
characteristics, his receptive abilities, and his concepts,
while being suitable for theatrical performance. The
research addresses the analysis of the dramatic construction
and the signs that form it in the plays and its constituent
elements in its different dimensions and its special
characteristics, highlighting the interest of the Saudi
playwrights in children's plays in accordance with the
programs of Vision 2030 that enhance it. Through the
research, the excellence of the authors of children’s plays in
the Saudi theater was revealed in their awareness of the
ability of theater (text/performance) to shape the child’s
conscience, build his identity, and its cognitive and cultural
Impact by dealing with social topics and pressing issues, in
addition to the writers’ reliance on building the characters

X

ggchildren’s plays on contrast, distinction, and diversity,
q0.
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characters capable of To create transformation in the
dramatic action and development in the conflict, and varied
between children’s characters (central characters,
secondary characters), animal characters (humanized,
natural), and imaginative, solid, and abstract characters

%&% appropriate to their roles in the plays.
o=

Keywords: Children's Theater- Dramatic-
Construction- Formation.
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