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The Contribution of Moses Ben Maimon in The Renewal of

Jewish Religious Discourse in The Medieval Age

Walid Reda Ali Abdallah'”, Lila Abo-Elmagd’
' Department of Hebrew language, Faculty of Arts, ,
Menoufia University, Egypt. %%
" Department of Hebrew language, Faculty of Arts, Ain ~
Shams University, Egypt. %\%
“E-mail For the lead author:
walid.abdallah@art.menofia.edu.eg

Abstract:

Moses Ben Maimon was one of the most renewing
Rabbis in Jewish religious discourse. Previous studies
explained Maimon's principles of the Jewish faith and
expounded chain of transmission of the Oral Law as
mentioned in Pirkei Avot and Avot de-Rabbi Nathan.
However, none tackled the renewal through the additions
that Maimon added to the principles of the Jewish faith.
The current paper highlights this point in its first part. The
second part of this paper illustrates the renewal of the
Jewish religious discourse through Maimon's attempt to
complete Episodes of the prophets and the legislative
scholars in the chain of receiving Oral Law. Also, it
discusses Maimon's rephrasing of the Oral Law and his
attempt to complete the deficiency of the two previous
chains. The topics discussed in the present paper contain
two main research points: first, the principles of the Jewish
faith; and second, the chain of transmission of the Oral
Law. In order to show the renewal of Maimon in both of
them we relied on the comparative analytical approach to
principles of the Jewish faith laid down by the previous
rabbis to Maimon. We presented these pillars, analyzed
them, and compared them with the principles of the Jewish
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faith laid down by Maimon and mentioned in his

writings.We aimed to identify the additions and innovations

added by Maimon to the pillars of the Jewish faith. Clearly,

Maimon did alone what successive generations were unable

to do. He renewed the rabbinical religious heritage and the

4. jewish religious discourse.

2

U:’ Keywords:
Maimonides- Rabbinic Judaism- Medieval Age- Jewish
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