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The paradox of the names of characters in the novel
"Travel at the End of the Night" by Yagoub Al-
Khanbashi
Sultan bin Saeed bin Muhammad Al-Fazari
Department of Literature and Criticism, College of /‘@*%
Education, University of Technology and Applied Sciences ©

In Rustag, Sultanate of Oman. =
Email: sultanalfazari.rus@cas.edu.om %\%
Abstract:

The paradox technique derives its creative value
through its transcendence over the direct superficial value,
and its continuous search for the mystery that pushes the
reader to search for the unspeakable, which the present text
points at. It is an expression of the creator's ideas and his
own convictions, through his own language, which
represents a common mediator between him and the reader.
As a result, it will be an evidence of the creator's mastery of
his tools, and his ability to show the various contradictions
and disparities in human behavior. One of the paradoxes
that the creative writer employs in her/his narrative writing
is the paradox of the names of the characters, and its
construction is based on creating a world of contradictions
between the significance of the character’s name in the text,
and the meanings that the creative writer has employed in
her/his creative work, which were shown by the character
through her/his characteristics, sayings and actions,
demanding the reader to make an effort to decode their
overlapping codes. This study attempts to adopt a critical
and analytical approach based on two aspects, the first of
which is familiarity with the term paradox, its types,
elements, functions, levels, and its relationship to literature
in general, and to the elements of narrative in particular,

while the second aspect ii concerned with employing the
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technique of paradoxical names of characters in the Omani
novel texts and the objectives it achieves within the basic
structure of the novel. In order to achieve this requirement,
the study chooses the novel "The Travel at the End of the
Night", by the Omani writer Yagoub Al-Khanbashi, as a
model for application for the following reasons: the
obvious availability of this technique in this novel on the
one hand, and the fact that this technique has not been
studied- as far as the researcher knows —neither in this
novel, nor in the Omani novel in general.

Keywords:

Paradox- Paradox of characters names- Omani novel-
Yagoub Al-Khanbashi- Paradox technique.
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