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Ibn Khaldun, and the theoreticians of the colonial self
The French orientalists as a model

Dr. Mohammad M. Shilbayeh

ABSTRACT

This study seeks to indicate the field of activity in the works of the French
orientalists, and that the East, which is reflected in their works, has become an
example to lead French imperialism. It revealed the collusion and intertwining
between the Orientalist and the colonizer, and an attempt to understand the Orientalist
production of Ibn Khaldun's imaginary narrative about the unbridled invasion of the
tribes of Bani Hilal and Selim to achieve his visions. The study examines the strategy
of the orientalists about lbn Khaldun and his history, which gained a continuous
presence in their society and within the framework of Ibn Khaldun's historical data,
especially the history of the Berbers, through which they worked on formulating a
vision that serves the actions of colonialism and its advancement in the Great
Maghreb. And at the center of the Orientalist perception that supports colonial
practices by excluding Arabs from throughout the history of Morocco. And the
disclosure of those narcissistic beliefs in the superior Western civilization by
strengthening the impact of history on the Moroccan cultural structure, but on false
foundations of the invention of heritage to highlight the many dualities of divisions.
And the formulation of the thesis attributing the decline of Morocco to its Arab
history in order to support the practice of colonialism in Morocco and to consolidate
the French presence of power and authority.

Keywords: Ibn Khaldun, Orientalism, French colonialism.
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