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""Mohammed Al-Ghazali Al-Sagga’s Approach in his Commentary:
Towards an Objective Interpretation of the Chapters of the Holy

Quran"
Prepared by:

Dr. Fatma Mohamed Mansour Saqr
Lecturer in Islamic Studies
Suez Canal University
Summary of the research

The style of Sheikh Al-Ghazali had a significant impact on the widespread
dissemination of his books in general, and particularly his book "Towards an
Objective Interpretation of the Chapters of the Holy Quran,” among all readers. This
is attributed to his simple and accessible approach in interpreting the Quranic verses,
as well as the enlightening and innovative ideas he presented.

In his book, Sheikh Mohammed Al-Ghazali set his goal to analyze the thematic
unity of the chapters (Surahs) in the Holy Quran, drawing inspiration from the
approach of Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah Daraz in his valuable book "Al-Naba' Al-
Azim." The above-mentioned factors led me to choose this topic for research, aiming
to explore Sheikh Mohammed Al-Ghazali's approach in interpreting the thematic
unity of the chapters in the Holy Quran, while benefiting from the methodology
presented by Dr. Mohammed Abdullah Daraz. The research includes an introduction,
a preface, three chapters, a conclusion, and is supported by sources and references.

The introduction covered the reasons for choosing the research topic, its objectives,
the methodology adopted, previous studies on the subject, and the research plan. The
preface provided an introduction to Sheikh Mohammed Al-Ghazali, the thematic
unity of the Quranic chapters, and his influence from contemporaries like Mohammed
Abdullah Daraz and others. It also defined the two types of context: internal context
and external context. Al-Ghazali employed both types in various parts of his
commentary.

The first chapter was titled "The Evolution of Thematic Unity in the Quranic
Chapters by Sheikh Mohammed Al-Ghazali." In this chapter, the development of
thematic unity in the Quranic chapters by Sheikh Mohammed Al-Ghazali was
discussed, indicating that his thematic interpretation went through five stages.
Second Chapter: The Purpose of Sheikh Al-Ghazali in Authoring his Commentary
"Towards an Objective Interpretation of the Chapters of the Holy Quran." In this
chapter, | discussed the purpose behind Sheikh Al-Ghazali's authorship of his
commentary, emphasizing that one of the main purposes was to critique the reality of
the Muslim community and diagnose its inherent and evolving issues, aiming to
provide solutions for them.

As for the third chapter: it covered the features of Sheikh Al-Ghazali's
methodology in the thematic interpretation of the chapters. It delved into the thematic
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unity through the central axis of each chapter, highlighting that he carefully selected
Quranic verses that bring out the main themes of the chapters. Furthermore, |
explained his attention to the distinctive characteristics of each chapter, clarifying that
he did not solely rely on the name of the chapter to determine its theme. Instead, he
employed the subject matter of each chapter to serve the causes of the Muslim
community, utilizing the reasons for revelation to understand the objectives of the
chapters.

Then, the researcher arrived at several conclusions, the most important of which
are: the different types of interpretations are interconnected and not disconnected
from each other, and that the Quranic chapter is a single cohesive and harmonious
unit. It is constructed in a layered and coherent manner. The researcher also found
that Sheikh Al-Ghazali used two contexts to analyze the themes of the chapters and
connect them in one unity: the internal context and the external context.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali - Context -Thematic Interpretation - Thematic Unity —
Approach.
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