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Abstract:

The spread of international rankings of universities contributed to increasing global
competition between them, as the classification developed a global idea of excellence
and became a competitive advantage sought by universities. Therefore, this study aimed
to identify the requirements for improving the ranking of Al-Azhar University in the
light of the standards of international classifications. The study followed the descriptive
approach to present the intellectual framework of the classifications and the reality of
Al-Azhar University of these classifications. The study extracted the most important
criteria included in some international classifications. A questionnaire was applied to a
random sample of 371 faculty members in the faculties of the university to identify the
most important requirements for improving the university's ranking in international
rankings. In light of the international standards of classifications and the reality of Al-
Azhar University and the results of the field study, the study reached a set of
requirements that contribute to improving the ranking of Al-Azhar University in
international classifications, and were divided into: requirements related to scientific
research, including, increasing the volume of scientific output published in the name of
the university, and supporting innovation at the university, requirements related to the
quality of education at the university, including raising the university's reputation among
academics, commitment to the ratio of faculty members to students, and increasing
institutional income, requirements related to international cooperation of the university,
including increasing the number of international students enrolled at the university,
attracting international faculty members to teach at the university, and strengthening
research cooperation and research partnerships with international universities, and
requirements related to the university's relationship with society, including attracting
funding from production institutions, and improving the reputation of the university
among employers.

Key Words: Improving the ranking - international rankings - international standards -
requirements - competitive advantage.
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