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The effect of displaying static infographics on news websites on
understanding and remembering news content
Quasi-experimental study

"Eida Kamal Rashid Abu-Zidan

Summary:

This study sought to investigate the effect of infographics on the reader’s cognitive
processes (understanding and remembering). It sought to determine whether
introducing infographics would improve understanding and remembering of the news
content presented in electronic newspapers, and to explore its role in acquiring
knowledge in light of the impact of The design view is on the level of knowledge
acquisition of news readers represented by their ability to remember and understand.

To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used the quasi-experimental
approach through a post-experimental design, and applied the study experiment to a
sample of (90) students from the third and fourth year - at the Faculty of Specific
Education - Minya University. They were randomly distributed into three groups,
with (30) students in each group. Each group was distributed in a systematic random
manner (15 males, 15 females), and they were all exposed to a news report about the
Kalashnikov company’s manufacture of a bulletproof robot, through three different
methods, each of which represented a different experimental circumstance (the first
group was exposed to the report in the form of an infographic accompanied by the
text of the report While the second group was exposed to the news report in the form
of a stand-alone infographic without accompanying text, and the third group was
exposed to the report in its textual form only) to test the effect of the independent
variable on the dependent variable (understanding and remembering).

The results of this study indicate that there is a positive effect of infographics on
acquiring information from the news at the level of memory and understanding, and
that the infographic accompanied by text was better in the rate of understanding and
remembering compared to the stand-alone infographic and the text only. It was also
shown that there were no statistically significant differences in the rates of
understanding and remembering between the group that The group was exposed to
the stand-alone infographic and the group was exposed to the text only.

Keywords for the study: infographics - understanding and remembering - news
content.

" Doctoral researcher at the Department of Media, Faculty of Arts, Minya University
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