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Reasons for the Decline in Proficiency Levels of Upper Elementary (3rd
to 5th Grade) Students in Oral Reading Skills in Light of the COVID-19
Crisis: A Perspective from Arabic Language Teachers

Zahra Hasan Taher Albloushi
Arabic Language Curricula, College of Sharia and Arabic Language, Imam Muhammad

bin Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
E-mail zahraalboloshi5@gmail.com

Abstract:

The current study aimed to reveal the causes of low levels of reading aloud skills
among higher grades (from the third to the fifth grade) elementary students during the
Covid-19 crisis. The researcher used the descriptive analytical research design as the
study approach and the questionnaire as the study instrument; and the study sample
included (80) Arabic language teachers in elementary school in Al Ain. The study came
to several findings, and the most significant were: "the causes of low levels of reading
aloud skills among higher grades (from the third to the fifth grade) elementary students
during the Covid-19 crisis" had a high degree of response from the respondents; the first
axis "academic content-related causes” where came in first place with a (4.08) mean and
a (.744) standard deviation, followed by the second axis "student-related causes"” came in
second place with a (4.04) mean and a (.838) standard deviation, while the third axis "
causes related to distance education during the covid-19 crisis" came in third place with a
(3.86) mean and a (.889) standard deviation, and the fourth axis "teacher-related causes"
came in last place with a (3.02) mean and a (1.060) standard deviation; And there are no
statistically significant differences, at the significance level (0.05), regarding the
questionnaire axes and the its total score according to the variables of (gender — years of
experience — training courses). In light of these findings, the researcher recommended the
following: the need to hold parents meetings regularly in basic education schools to raise
the awareness of parents as to how to help their children acquire basic skills in reading
through distance education; and the need to prepare educational programs for Arabic
language teachers to integrate distance and face-to-face education.

Keywords: Higher grade students, Elementary stage, Reading aloud, Covid-19 crisis,
Distance learning.
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