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Society's view of elder abuse as a determinant of its study's
development

Our world is witnessing a steady increase in elderly people, and with it the
possibility of being exposed to abuse, which the World Health Organization
defines as a one-time or repeated act that causes harm or distress to elderly
person. The goal of current study is to draw attention of Egyptian and Arab
researchers to elder abuse, its increasing rates, and its high risks, which
requires examining its causes and intervening to reduce its Exacerbation.

This study is a theoretical review that follows the descriptive approach, as it
relies on describing the phenomenon by presenting a summary of writings
and reports issued during the last five decades. To achieve its goal, it was
presented how policies for elderly protecting varied according to society’s
view and its development. To shed light on this difference, the study
presented stages in which the elderly were dealt with, and how this treatment
was a reflection of its society’s view. The study also indicated what a
psychologist should do to contribute to reducing the phenomenon of elder
abuse.

Keywords:

elder abuse --physical abuse - psychological abuse - financial exploitation
- neglect — self neglect - protective/risk factors.
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