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Abstract:

Learning foreign languages is one of the most
important requirements of the era; translation is one of the
most important products of the mental and cognitive
processes that an individual undertakes to acquire these
languages, which shows the pivotal role of thinking
processes and personal abilities in learning new languages.
Concequently, the current research aimed at revealing the
relationship between verbal working memory and
translation quality among university students.  The
research goals also included revealing the differences
between males and females in both translation quality and
verbal working memory. The study tools - the verbal
working memory scale which included: (Forward Digit
Span Task, Letter Span Task, Least-Number Span Task,
Letter-Number Sequencing Task and Updating Task) and
the translation quality standards which included:
(Structural accuracy, Accuracy of meaning, Finding
equivalent, Cohesion, and Register and TL culture— were
administered to a sample of (132) students in the academic
year (2022-2023AD). The number of participants was (52)
male students and (80) female students whose ages ranged
between (21-22) years. Findings of the statistical analysis
(Pearson's correlation coefficient and the t-test) indicated
that there is a statistically significant positive relationship
between verbal working memory and translation quality
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among university students. Findings also revealed that
there were no statistically significant differences in both
translation quality and verbal working memory due to the
gender variable (males-females). Based on the theoretical
framework, results of previous studies, and the results of
the current research, some recommendations and proposed
research were suggested. Based on the theoretical
framework, the results of previous studies, and the
findings of the current research, it was recommended to
activate and invest in the positive role of working memory
in a way that enhances the learner’s ability to develop
various linguistic skills, in addition to paying attention to
enhancing students’ translation abilities based on
developing their cognitive abilities such as verbal working
memory.

Keywords: Verbal Working Memory, English Language,
Linguistic Skills, Translation Quality, University Students
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