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The Giraffe in Ancient Egyptian Texts
Bardis Samir Sayed
Inspector at the Grand Egyptian Museum, Giza, Egypt
Abstract

The giraffe was one of the large animals that attracted the attention of the ancient Egyptians
who looked at the giraffe as a beautiful and large animal, ahead of others in seeing things, so
the ancient Egyptian linked it to the word sr, which had two meanings: the first was giraffe,
and the other was as a verb meaning “to predict” or “to announce.” This is in addition to the
word mmy, which refers to the tail of an animal, due to the importance of the giraffe’s tail not
only in the ancient Egypt, but also in some African societies that considered the giraffe's tail
as a symbol of goodness, warding off evil, and bringing good luck, therefore, giraffe tails
were one of the most important and valuable gifts given in particular, to the ancient Egyptian
kings. The study sheds light on the texts in which the giraffe was mentioned in ancient
Egyptian texts, the oldest one back to the Middle Kingdom, and tracking these texts to the
end of the Ptolemaic period. Although these texts are somewhat few, they indicate to the
association of the giraffe with some rituals and deities in ancient Egypt, where it was
mentioned in some texts of other world books, such as the texts of the coffins and the Book
of the Dead, in addition to its mention in some temple texts.
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" Munro, (1994), Tf. 63.
2 Quirke, S., (2013), Going out in daylight — prt m hrw: the ancient Egyptian book of the dead -
translation, sources, meanings, London, p. 346.
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4 Cole, E., (2017), Language and script in the book of the dead, becoming God in ancient Egypt,
Chicago, p. 48.
5 Scalf, F., & Lowry, K. B., (2017), Book of the dead: becoming God in ancient Egypt, Chicago, p.
198.
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8 Renouf. P., & Naville, E. H., (1904), The Egyptian book of the dead: translation and commentary,
London, pp. 331-332.

° Cole, (2017), p. 48.

10 Backes, B., (2005), Wortindex zum spaten totenbuch (pTurin 1791) Vol. 9, Otto Harrassowitz
Verlag, p. 151.
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' Lepsius, R., (1842), Das todtenbuch der Agypter nach dem hieroglyphischen papyrus in Turin,
Leipzig, pl. LXXVII, Line 5; BD., p. 409.
2 Quirke, (2013), p. 394.
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7 Allen, (2013), PT 299 a-e.
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' Paton, D., (1994), Animals of ancient Egypt, materials for a “sign list” of Egyptian hieroglyphs “E”,
San Antonio Texas, p. 25; Brugsch, H., (1882), Hieroglyphisch-demotisches Woérterbuch, Band 7,
Leipzig, p. 1080.

2 Murnane, W. J., & Weeks, K. R., (1980), United with eternity a concise guide to the monuments of
Medinet Habu, Chicago, p. 50.
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Cooney, K., M., (2000), “The Edifice of Taharqa by the sacred lake: Ritual function and the role of
the king”, JARCE 37, p. 27, fig. 8.
3 Epigraphic Survey, OIP 84, pl. 420, Line 13 & 1.
4 Murnane, (1980), p. 50.
5 Westendorf, W., (2015), “Die giraffe an der leine”, GM 224, p. 107.
6 Kurth, D., (1998), Die Inschriften des Tempels von Edfou V11, Wiesbaden, p. 374, 49: 4f.
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" Kurth, (1998), p. 91.

2 Westendorf, (2015), p. 107.

3 Woods, G. M., (2016), In the beginning... the origins of predynastic religion, Vol. I: Text, PhD’s
Thesis, Cardiff University, p. 168.

*Whpl., p. 421.

5 Drenkhahn, R., “Giraffenschwinze”, LA 1I, col. 601.

6 Fairman, H. W., (1935), “The myth of Horus at Edfu: I, JEA 21, p. 26.

7 Chassinat, E., (1931), Le temple d'Edfou VI, MMAF 23, p. 64: 4.

8 Shonkwiler, R. L., (2014), The Behdetite: a study of Hours the Behdetite from the old kingdom to
the conquest of Alexander, Chicago, p. 351.

9 Blackman, A. M. &. Fairman, H. W., (1943), “The Myth of Horus at Edfu II”, JEA 29/1, pp. 7-8;
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Petrie, F., et al., (1908), Athribis, London, p. 1; Leitz, C., (2008), “Le temple de Ptolémée XII a
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' Letiz, C., & Mendel, D., (2017), Athribis 111: Die ostlichen zugangsraume und Seitenkapellen sowie
die Treppe zum Dach und die rickwartigen Raume des Tempels Ptolemaios XII, Band 1, IFAO,
Cairo, p. XXXVIII.
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= Allen, (2013) = Allen, J. P., (2013), A new concordance of the Pyramid Texts,
Introduction, occurrences, transcription, VVol. 1, Brown University, United States.

= Allen, (1974) = Allen, T. G., (1974), The book of the dead or going forth by day: ideas of
the ancient Egyptians concerning the hereafter as expressed in their own terms, SAOC 37,
Chicago.

= Altenmuller, (1991) = Altenmiller, H., & Moussa, A. M., (1991), “Die inschrift
Amenembhets Il. aus dem Ptah-Tempel von Memphis”, SAK 18, pp. 1-48.

= Altenmuller, (2015) = Altenmdller, H., (2015) Zwei annalenfragmente aus dem friihen
mittleren reich, Hamburg, SAK 16, pp. 260-288.

= Backes, (2005) = Backes, B., (2005), Wortindex zum spaten totenbuch (pTurin
1791) Vol. 9, Otto Harrassowitz Verlag, Germany.

= Barbash, (2017) = Barbash, Y., (2017), “The ritual context of the book of the dead,
becoming God in ancient Egypt”, OIP 39, pp. 75-84.

= Blackman, (1943) = Blackman, A. M. &. Fairman, H. W., (1943), “The myth of Horus at
Edfu I1”, JEA 29/1, pp. 2-36.

= Blackman, (1932) = Blackman, A. M., (1932), Middle-Egyptian Stories I, Brussels.

= Brugsch, (1882) = Brugsch, H., (1882), Hieroglyphisch-demotisches Worterbuch, Band
7, Leipzig.
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tome 111 [788] a [1186], Editions du Rocher, France.
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Cole, (2017) = Cole, E., (2017), Language and script in the book of the dead, becoming
God in ancient Egypt, Chicago.
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Dantong, (1999) = Dantong, G., (1999), “The Inscription of Amenemhet II from
Memphis: transliteration, translation, and commentary”, JACiv 14, pp. 45-66.
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Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 19/112, pp. 478-485.

Dickson, (2006) = Dickson, P., (2006), Dictionary of Middle Egyptian in Gardiner
Classification Order, California.

Dorman, (1991) = Dorman, P. F., (1991), The tombs of Senenmut: the architecture and
decoration of tombs 71 and 353, Metroplitan Museum of Art.

Drenkhahn, R., “Giraffenschwinze”, LA 11, col. 601

Fairman, (1935) = Fairman, H. W., (1935), “The myth of Horus at Edfu: 1, JEA 21, pp.
26-36.

Farag, (1980) = Farag, S., (1980), “Une inscription memphite de la XII dynastie”, RdE
32, pp. 75-82.

Faulkner, (2017) = Faulkner, R., Jegorovi¢, B., (2017), Modernized a Concise
Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, with English-Egyptian Index & List of rare hieroglyphs,
Oxford, Griffith institute-Ashmolean Museum.

Gardiner, (1952) = Gardiner, A. H., (1952), “Some reflections on the Nauri Decree”,
JEA 38/1, pp. 24-33.

Gardiner, (1927) = Gardiner, A., (1927), Egyptian grammar: Being an introduction to
the study of hieroglyphs, Griffith Institute, Oxford.

Golenischeff , (1913) =Golenischeff, W., Les papyrus hiératiques no. 1115, 1116 A et
1116 B de I’ermitage impérial a St. Pétersbourg, Petersburg, Virginia, 1913.

Griffith, (1927) = Griffith, F. L., (1927), “The Abydos decree of Seti I at Nauri”, JEA
13/1, pp. 193-208.

Luxor International Journal of Archaeological Studies, Volume 7, Issue 1, July 2024: pp. 92-118



aa;uﬁ\ LJAAAS\ uasgaill gé &awl\

= Hart, (2005) = Hart, G., (2005), The Routledge dictionary of Egyptian Gods and
Goddesses, New York.

= Helck, W., “lamu —Nedjeh”, LA 111, cols.113-114.
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10-11.
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