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The Role of Museum Archives in Preserving the Acquisition Policy of
Collections for Ellen Tanner (1847-1937) at the Bristol Art Museum in
Britain ""A Museum Archaeological Study**

Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed Abdel-Salam

Museum Management and Archaeological Sites Department, Faculty of Archaeology, Ain
Shams University, Cairo, Egypt

Abstract

The idea of the research is based on explaining the most important role that the museum archive plays
within the preservation and pillars of museum collection management and enriching the museums
acquisition policy. The historical museum archive adopts the tasks of preserving, documenting, and
processing data for all archaeological and historical documents closely related to the museum’s
collections, and the giver as in this study. These tasks reflect positively on the preservation of storage
and display collections. The case study of this research, which will be applied of the British traveler
Mrs. Ellen Georgiana Tanner, who traveled from Bristol in the United Kingdom to Baghdad in 1895
AD, and from there to Iran. Then she returned after a trip full of important documentary events of
Islamic heritage on the coasts of Oman, Iraq and Iran. With the acquisition of distinguished art
collections that she donated; To enrich the collections of the Bristol Art Museum with 100 objects, most
of them Iranian textiles, in 1906 AD; which will be documented for the first time. In addition to its
donation of other art collections to museums in the British city of Bath, she also gave the Bath Royal
Literary and Scientific Foundation a collection of Iranian-Islamic objects as well, and a carpet from
Sultanabad to the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. The study aims to understand the nature of
the museum archive associated with the Ellen Tanner collection at the Bristol Art Museum, and its role
in preserving the museum collection. The main reason for choosing this topic is the absence of a
specialized archival study directly related to explaining the role of archives in understanding acquisition
policies and collection preservation in museums. The researcher will adopt an investigative approach
based on the analysis of statistical data from the Bristol Museum archive, and will link the results of
these statistical analyses to the management of the Ellen Tanner collection preserved at the Bristol
Museum.
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