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"Abstract"

This study aims to investigate deficiency and development aspects
of local food markets. After classification of these markets, the main
derived conclusions are: (1) Shortage of some marketing and accessing
facilities in some cases, and misuse of these facilities in other cases, (2)
The poor information system for these markets,  (3) Indicators of
marketing efficiency show positive trends in some of these markets, and
negative trends in others, (4) Analysis of price transmission along the
food chain show the asymmetric transmission from one stage to
another. This is a dominant aspect of these markets, which reveals poor
competition mechanism, (5) Re — organization of retail market is
required to provide the necessary condition for competition, and, (6)
The legal rules for market management exist, but these have to be
activated.

The main recommendations to improve these markets'
performance are: (1) Re - organization of retail markets in urban
areas, (2) Monitoring and control on the wholesalers, (3) Identification
of quality conditions of food stuffs, (4) Establishment of sufficient
inventories of foodstuffs to be supplied to the market at the proper time,
(5) Activation of legal rules related to food production and marketing,
and (6) Raising the consumer awareness to be participator in
monitoring and control of the market .
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