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ABSTRACT

Two related considerations motivated us to select the level of living as a
topic for this study. One is the crucial importance of measuring and
analyzing Egyptians' level of living from the viewpoint of setting and
monitoring public policy. The other is the absence of extended in-depth
theoretical and empirical level of living studies relating to Egypt. The
general objective of this study is to bridge an important part of the
knowledge gap in this field by providing a sound theoretical framework
which may guide meaningful empirical level of living studies. More
specifically, our objective is to provide a manual for measuring and

analyzing Egyptians' level of living.

The study's general objective is divided into four targets, namely:
1)specifying a concise conception of the level of living, 2) defining a set
of indicators which adequately represents this conception, 3) suggesting
appropriate sources for the data needed to estimate the chosen indicators,
and 4) demonstrating the kinds of analyses which may usefully be
carried out using the estimated indicators.

The chosen conception of the level of living revolves around the notion
of human needs in its broadest sense. It covers both material and non-
material needs, and takes into account the resources required for meeting
those needs, including the political, social, and institutional conditions
which enable people to develop their capabilities and satisfy their needs.
The suggested conception allows also for subjective evaluations of the
fulfillment of human needs and of the quality of life.

To express the 13 dimensions of the adopted conception of the level of
living, 614 indicators are proposed. As for the data needed to estimate
the indicators, seven sources are suggested. They include censuses, the
income, expenditure and consumption survey, the demographic and
health survey, unofficial sources, a new large scale survey, and a set of
smaller surveys for identifying the opinions of experts and other special
groups, as well as for collecting subjective evaluations through
participatory research. This is followed by suggesting a number of
analyses which may be undertaken to utilize the estimated indicators for
monitoring the level of living and for discussing relevant policy issues.

Finally, looking ahead and taking the proposed manual as a point of
departure, the study concludes by specifying a number of tasks which
constitute a road map for empirical measurement and analysis of

Egyptians' level of living.
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