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The costs of reclaiming new lands to replace the affected land area during the last ten years
amounted to nearly L.E. 18 billion. Total value of the cumulative decrease in agricultural
GDP during the period 2011-2020 was estimated at L.E. 24.3 billion. Total value of plant
agricultural production sacrificed during the same period was estimated at about L.E. 15.7
billion. Encroachment on an area of 90 thousand feddans of agricultural lands resulted in the

loss of about 55.4 agricultural job opportunities .

The negative effects of encroachment on agricultural lands are not limited to economic, food
and social losses, but extended to the infrastructure and biological diversity of agricultural

soil.

This requires confronting the phenomenon of encroachment on agricultural lands, and
preventing their occurrence, through coordination and cooperation between all concerned
agencies in the state, and the existence of an integrated set of rural development policies
and programs that achieve a balance between the national goal of protecting agricultural
lands, providing a rewarding return and a decent life for its owners, and satisfying their

growing needs for rural housing.
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Abstract

The land in general, and agricultural resources in particular, are considered one of the natural
resources that have been formed over thousands of years, the preservation of which is a
national duty of all. Despite this, agricultural lands have witnessed over the past fifty years
many wrong and irrational practices by citizens, the most important of which is urban

encroachment on it, which escalated dangerously after the January 2011 Revolution.

Encroachment on agricultural lands, with the resulting reduced land area and quality, is not
only a threat to food security and a crime against the right of current and future generations
to obtain their food, but it also represents a threat to Egyptian national security. Therefore,
the problem of encroachment and construction on agricultural lands has been at the forefront

of the concerns of the Egyptian government and the political leadership recently.

on agricultural lands, and their causes, and an attempt to estimate the economic and social
losses that have been inflicted on the national economy as a result of these violations, in

addition to presenting a set of proposals to reduce this phenomenon.

The study revealed that what was lost of agricultural lands during the period 2011-2020
amounted to about 90 thousand feddans, the number of cases (violations) of encroachment
was estimated at about 1.99 million. The forms of encroachment varied from building for
housing, or for public utilities, establishing commercial projects, and scraping and grooving
agricultural lands. The phenomenon of encroachment on agricultural lands is attributed to a
group of reasons, including population increase, the high price of building lands, the
ineffectiveness of laws in preserving agricultural lands, the decline in the net agricultural

return, and the high rate of poverty.
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Policy Paper Series
in
Planning and Sustainable Development

The Institute of National Planning adopts, as a national house of expertise, and as a
think-tank for all state agencies and institutions in general and the Ministry of
Planning and Economic Development in particular, issuing this series of policy
papers in the fields of planning and sustainable development, as a scientific and
practical initiative that aims to study the immediate and urgent issues that arise on
the scene in various aspects, and assessing its effects and repercussions on the
Egyptian economy, by analyzing the different dimensions of the issue under study,
and proposing alternatives to different policies by INP experts and specialists in
order to support policy and decision-makers.

The rapid and successive developments that the world is witnessing in the various
developmental fields, political, economic, social, technological, environmental,
cultural, and others, have led to more entanglement and complexity in the
development process and the achievement of its goals, therefore, it requires
continuous monitoring of all developments taking place, and to study the latest
developments or variables at all global, regional and local levels, which
necessitates a reconsideration of the various sustainable development issues and
their priorities, and the need may arise to reformulate development strategies and
policies in proportion to what is constantly imposed by the new, constantly
changing reality. This could be provided by the current series of policy papers.

In this respect, | extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to H.E Prof. Dr. Hala
El Said, Minister of Planning and Economic Development, Chairman of the
Institute’s Board of Directors and all members of the Board of Directors, for their
continuous support to all the activities and products of the scientific institute. | also
extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to all members of the scientific
board for preparing the papers of this series, which are subject to review and audit
by the institute's specialized scientific centers, with all hope for a bright
tomorrow that carries all the best for our country.

Prof. Alaa Zahran
President of the Institute of National Planning
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