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pounds / acre in 2018, compared to the acre yield of alfalfa, which amounted to
about 5,713 pounds / acre, and sugar beet, which amounted to 5,414 pounds /acre.

Self-sufficiency ratios for food-gap crops can be improved by using contractual
farming generally to help and protect farmers from the risks of volatility in
agricultural market conditions and ensure that they receive a fair return for their
agriculture. Contracts are signed between the farmer and the point of purchase,
setting the price and quantity to be sold, and the application of the contractual
farming system achieves the sustainable agricultural development provided for in
the vision of Egypt. 2030.

The vertical expansion to increase crop productivity, by developing new, more
weather-resistant and higher-yielding, low-water-demand varieties, with changes in
farming methods for better productivity methods, and more modern irrigation
systems.

Commitment to apply the technical recommendations packages for each crop,
especially municipal beans and lentils.
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Abstract

Quantities of food gaps for goods suffering from the inability of local production to
meet their consumption needs for each commodity, the reasons for these gaps, and
suggestions for improvement have been identified through studying the food
conditions in Egypt and the self-sufficiency ratios of the main food commodities
have identified.

Egypt was able to achieve self-sufficiency in food commodities. In 2018, it
reached about 117% for fruits, 107% for vegetables, 100% for eggs, 97% for white
meat, 96% in rice, 87.4% in Mali milk, 84.5% in fish, 71% in sugar, and about
50.3% in red meat.

There are some commodities that the state is striving to improve on their self-
sufficiency ratios, which are all of wheat whose self-sufficiency rate reached about
42.3%, maize about 50.3%, municipal beans about 10.5%, lentils about 0.7%, and
vegetable oils about 13.3% during the same year.

Most of the plant-based food commodities that suffer from low self-sufficiency
rates constitute the main source of food that the individual consumes in Egypt,
where his average share of them is about 499.4 kg / year, equivalent to 83.5% of
the average food he consumes in the year estimated at 598.2 kg / year While the
average per capita consumption of animal products was about 86.9 kg / year, and
about 11.9 kg / year of fish products.

The low self-sufficiency rates of these commodities are due to many reasons,
including the lack of clarity in the price and marketing policy of crops, which has
contributed to the lack of visibility of farmers and their lack of encouragement to
increase the cultivated areas. This has resulted in a decrease in domestic production
of these goods against an increase in the quantities consumed, which has
contributed to a worsening of the food gap for these commaodities.

There is also a problem facing wheat cultivation in particular, which causes its area
to decline, and that is the competition between it and alfalfa and beets. As for
alfalfa, farmers need it to feed livestock, and its high prices tempt many people to
grow it to sell to livestock owners, and for beet cultivation supports sugar
companies. It is noteworthy that the acre yield of wheat amounted to about 2,142
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The Institute of National Planning adopts, as a national house of expertise, and as a
think-tank for all state agencies and institutions in general and the Ministry of
Planning and Economic Development in particular, issuing this series of policy
papers in the fields of planning and sustainable development, as a scientific and
practical initiative that aims to study the immediate and urgent issues that arise on
the scene in various aspects, and assessing its effects and repercussions on the
Egyptian economy, by analyzing the different dimensions of the issue under study,
and proposing alternatives to different policies by INP experts and specialists in
order to support policy and decision-makers.

The rapid and successive developments that the world is witnessing in the various
developmental fields, political, economic, social, technological, environmental,
cultural, and others, have led to more entanglement and complexity in the
development process and the achievement of its goals, therefore, it requires
continuous monitoring of all developments taking place, and to study the latest
developments or variables at all global, regional and local levels, which
necessitates a reconsideration of the various sustainable development issues and
their priorities, and the need may arise to reformulate development strategies and
policies in proportion to what is constantly imposed by the new, constantly
changing reality. This could be provided by the current series of policy papers.

In this respect, | extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to H.E Prof. Dr. Hala
El Said, Minister of Planning and Economic Development, Chairman of the
Institute’s Board of Directors and all members of the Board of Directors, for their
continuous support to all the activities and products of the scientific institute. | also
extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to all members of the scientific
board for preparing the papers of this series, which are subject to review and audit
by the institute's specialized scientific centers, with all hope for a bright
tomorrow that carries all the best for our country.

Prof. Alaa Zahran
President of the Institute of National Planning
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