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Ukraine ripple effects drive record food insecurity
Number of people acutely food insecure or at high risk (millions)
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Source:World Food Program (WFP) (2022). Global food crisis: Update on the World’s unprecedented needs.
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Abstract
The current study aims to estimate the expected effects of the repercussions of the Russian-Ukrainian
war on Egyptian food security in the light of a number of expected scenarios for the war, and the risks
that may befall it. In order to achieve this goal, the study sought to explain the Egyptian economic
performance and its impact on the agricultural sector, and to monitor and analyze the reality and
development of food security in Egypt, in addition to reviewing the current effects of the repercussions
of the Russian-Ukrainian war on both global and Egyptian food security.

The hypothesis of the study was that the Russian-Ukrainian war would deepen the vulnerability of
food security in Egypt.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the descriptive analytical approach and the quantitative
approach were relied upon, which are based on a quantitative measurement model for the determinants
of food security in Egypt, which is the "Autoregressive Distributed Lag Model (ARDL)™. In light
of the results revealed by the study, the most important of which is the fragility of the food and
agricultural system in Egypt, and that the Russian-Ukrainian war had negative effects on Egyptian
food security, and the expectation that these effects will worsen in the future according to the duration
of the war, the study put forward a proposal for a set of possible action mechanisms to enhance the
Egyptian food security, the most important of which are:

- Mechanisms of hedging against the shortage of international supplies of basic food commaodities, by
continuing to diversify sources of supply, expanding the conclusion of future contracts, developing
storage capacities, and re-dealing with the system of equivalent deals with Russia.

- Mechanisms for increasing local production of agricultural and food commodities, through
horizontal and vertical expansion of strategic crops, providing facilities and incentives to farmers,
supporting agricultural investment outside Egyptian borders, expanding projects to improve livestock,
and seeking to enhance agricultural integration between Egypt and the Arab countries. In addition,
there is a need to take productive, marketing, legislative, logistical and organizational measures that
would reduce the challenges facing the agricultural sector, and thus the food security targets.

- Mechanisms to contain inflation and its social repercussions, by expanding the spread of contract
farming and quickly launching and maintaining dealing with collection documents for strategic food
commodities.

- Mechanisms to rationalize consumption of wheat, by producing a loaf of bread with a mixture of
wheat flour and other flour substitutes, such as barley and rice; working to reduce the loss of wheat
and flour; raising the percentage of flour extraction from wheat; in addition to working to continue
media awareness campaigns on the importance of rationalizing consumption, adjusting consumption
patterns, while working to improve targeting efficiency of the bread subsidy system.

Keywords: Egyptian economic performance - self-sufficiency in agricultural crops - food security -
repercussions of the Russian-Ukrainian war.
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