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Foreword

In the summer of 1997, the idea occurred to a number of former students and friends of
Professor Mostafa El Abbadi to issue a Festschrift in his honour on the occasion of his
seventieth birthday. To honour Mostafa El Abbadi, in this way is to express the feelings of
many who have known and appreciated him as a dedicated scholar and devoted teacher. No
sooner did we announce this project in Egypt and abroad, than we received immediate and
enthusiastic response. While proceeding with the preparation for the Festschrift, we were
gratified by the happy coincidence that, in recognition of Professor El Abbadi's outstanding
contribution to scholarship and culture, the Supreme Council for Culture, granted him the
prestigious National Award for Merit in the Social Sciences.

El Abbadi deserves to be honoured for various attainments he has achieved in a diverse
number of spheres throughout his life. As regards his scholarship, he counts among the
topmost historians in Egypt and the Arab world as well as attaining international recognition
due to his outstanding scholarly work and research in the history of Egypt and the
Mediterranean in Greek and Roman times. His published work in both English and Arabic is
distinguished by a remarkable ability to apply a rigorous historical method from an attitude of
strict objectivity and scientific humanism. His sharp analytical mind has enabled him, in a
number of cases to reach remarkably original conclusions and sound historical judgments.
Another feature of El Abbadi’s academic work is his interest in points of interaction between
successive cultures in the lands of ancient Egypt and the Near East, namely, Pharaonic,
Hellenistic and Arab.

It is not our intention here, to embark on a lengthy description of El Abbadi’s list of
publications that reveal his full command of classical literary sources, his thorough
knowledge of papyrological documents as well as relevant modern scholarship; we merely
wish to highlight the principal stages into which his academic work can be divided. In the
sixties, he concentrated mainly on Hellenistic and Roman Egypt when he attained
international recognition by his publication on the “Alexandrian Citizenship”, “The Gerousia
in Roman Egypt”, “The Position of Egypt in the Roman Empire”. In the seventies and
eighties, he embarked upon a new track in historical studies, namely the transition from
Byzantine to Arab times, a field in which he was able to reach remarkably original
conclusions as in “Historians and the Papyri on the Finances of Egypt at the Arab conquest”,
“Fgypt in Transition from Byzantine to Arab”, “Nessana, Before and in Early Islam”,
“Annona Militaris & Rizk of Nessana” and “The Poll Tax of Sergius of Nessana”. In the
nineties, El Abbadi turned his attention to a field long neglected in Egyptian Universities,
namely the history of science in which he tried to emphasize aspects of exchange and points
of interaction between Ancient Egyptian and Hellenistic culture as for example,
“Geographical Explorations in East Africa and the Indian Ocean in Antiquity”, “Alexandria
and Ancient Fgyptian Learning”, “Alexandria, Crossroad of Cultures”.

One of the main features of El Abbadi’s personality is his wholehearted devotion to his
students. As a committed teacher, he has succeeded over the years in creating an academic
school in the field of Greco-Roman studies. His numerous pupils, who worked with him on
their M.A. and Ph.D. dissertations, fully appreciate his inspiring guidance and unflagging
care and patience. The attachment that binds this great teacher to his pupils is not limited by
the attainment of academic degrees, the friendship that unites them is lasting and he always
continues to show keen interest in their work.
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A glance at the details of El Abbadi’s curriculum vitae, will reveal the wide range of his
academic activities. Due to the high quality of his published work, he has, over the years,
been invited to lecture at various universities spread over four continents, Africa, Asia,
Europe and America. In addition to his brilliant academic achievement, El Abbadi also
showed a keen involvement and commitment to the cultural development of the environment
he lives in. This is evident in his well-known role in the initial creation and promotion of the
project of the revival of the ancient Library of Alexandria. After a careful study of the
nature, formation and history of the ancient edifice, El Abbadi, came forward with the
proposition of resuscitating the ancient Library on modern lines. His aim was to create a
cultural environment capable of embracing the bulk of human intellectual legacy as well as to
provide the necessary library equipment for modern research. This suggestion was first
embraced by the University of Alexandria in 1974, later on, it was accepted by the
government of Egypt as a national project and adopted by Unesco in 1986. Ever since the
inception of the project, El Abbadi has devoted every effort to promote it by writing and
lecturing on the subject at home and abroad. These efforts culminated in his composition of a
comprehensive book first published in English by Unesco in 1990 under the title of “Life and
Fate of the Ancient Library of Alexandria’. The book was well received and has already been
described as a classic on the subject; it has now run into its third edition besides appearing in
five different versions, Arabic, French, Japanese, Spanish and Greek.

In connection with his keen interest in public cultural aspects, Mostafa El Abbadi continues
to be involved in the promotion of recent archaeological discoveries, notably in the new area
of underwater excavations. Last but not least, the city of Alexandria will not forget El
Abbadi’s role in promoting the interests of the internationally well-known Archaeological
Society of Alexandria (founded 1893) during the last forty years as active member, twice
secretary general and finally president since 1995. Under his presidency, the Society has
advanced further and has become a dynamic centre of cultural activity where distinguished
scholars both, Egyptians and foreigners meet and lecture about their most recent discoveries
in the fields of archaeology, history and culture. The premises have been enlarged and the
Society is now capable of receiving larger numbers of students and scholars to benefit from
its activities and specialized library. Furthermore, a newsletter is issued three times a year
with the latest information about archaeological discoveries and reviews on recent
publications. In recognition of both his achievements and services, it is not surprising that
the Archaeological Society of Alexandria has decided to issue this Festschrift as volume 46
of its “Bulletin”.

In conclusion, in the name of the Archaeological Society of Alexandria, and of his colleagues
and pupils, we hope that Professor Mostafa El Abbadi, will enjoy good health for many more
years and continue to contribute to the scholarly community and cultural life of the country as
he has done so far.

I _ BSAA 46(2000)



Foreword

Mostafa A. H. El-Abbadi

Professor Emeritus of Greek and Roman Studies
Faculty of Arts, University of Alexandria
Alexandria, Egypt.

I.Career :

Born, Cairo 10/10/1928; married with two children.

Education:

1951 B.A. Hons. In Ancient History, University of Alexandria.

1952 Granted Egyptian Government Scholarship to Cambridge University.
1956 B.A. Classics (affiliated special degree) Cantab. )

1960 Ph.D. Cantab. Ancient History.

Professional Career:

University of Alexandria

1951 Demonstrator.

1961 Lecturer.

1966 Associate Professor.

1972 Professor of Greek and Roman Studies.

1973 Chairman of Dept. of Greek and Roman Civilization.
1976-1979 Vice-Dean of Faculty of Arts.

1990- Professor Emeritus.

Beirut Arab University, Lebanon.
1966-9 Associate Prof., Greek and Roman Studies (Seconded).
1980-4 Professor and Chairman of Dept. of History (Seconded).

Kuwait University, Kuwait.
1986-1990 Professor of Greek and Roman History.

II. Honours :

1-1997, The Cavafy Award for Classical Greek Studies.
2-1998, The National Award for Merit in the Social Sciences.

L. Membership of Learned Societies:

01- Membre titulaire de I’Institut d’Egypte (since 1992).

02- President of the Archaeological Society of Alexandria (since 1994).
03- Société Internationale de Papyrologie, Bruxelles.

04- American Society of Papyrology, N.Y.

05- Society of Roman Studies, London. (1956-1962).

06- Egyptian Society of History, Cairo (1970-).

07- Egyptian Society of Greek and Roman Studies, Cairo (1985-).

08- Egyptian Society of Coptic Archaeology, Cairo (1974-).
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09- National Committee to record the history of the “July 23, Egyptian Revolution”.
(1978).

10- Preparatory & National Committee for the Revival of the ancient Library of
Alexandria ( 1974-1986). '

11- Conseil International de Philosophie et Etudes Humaines, Unesco,Paris (observer)
1986.

12- Union of Arab Historians. Cairo 1992-

13- Supreme Council of Culture, Cairo 1993-

14- Comité de Direction du Projet “La Bibliothéque d’Alexandrie”, La Sorbonne-
Paris I. 1994-

15- Supreme Council of Archaeology, Cairo. 1997-

IV.Academic Visits and Lectures:

01- 1969-70, Cambridge, England, to participate in the “Prosopography of the later
Roman Empire”.

02- 1976, Baghdad and Mossul, Iraq.

03- 1977, Vienna, Austria.

04- 1978, Rostock, Germany.

05- 1980, U.S.A.: George Town, Columbia;Yale ; Harvard; Michigan; Stanford,
Berkley; Utah ; Arizona.

06- 1982, 1986-90, 1992, Kuwait

07- 1985, Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

08- 1986, Algiers, Algeria.

09- 1988, Qatar.

10- 1993, Kosut, Hungary.

V. Participation in Congresses and Symosia:

01- 1971, Symp. Cairo “Land and Peasant in Egypt”.
(Land & Peasant in Roman Egypt).
02- 1973, Symp. Alexandria “Taha Hussein”.
( Taha Hussein and the Classics).
03- 1974, Oxford XIVth Int. Cong. of Papyrology.
(P. Flor. 50, Reconsidered)
04- 1974,Symp. Cairo “The Historian Ibn Abdel Hakam”.
(Ibn Abdel Hakam & pre-Islamic Egypt).
05- 1975, Symp. Alexandria “Alexandria through the Ages”.
(Roman Alexandria).
06- 1977, Symp.Catania, Sicily “Sicily of the Arabs”.
( Sicily, Island of Commerce and Culture).
07- 1978, Symp.Alexandria “Studies to Archaeologist A. Fikry”.
( Phoenician immigrations in the Western Mediterranean).
08- 1979. Symp.Alexandria “Homeric Studies”.
(Alexandria and Homer).
09- 1980, N.Y. XVI th Int. Congress of Papyrology.
(Finances of Egypt at the Arab Conquest).
10- 1983, Riadh, II nd Int. Congress of the History of Arabia.
( The Papyri and the History of Nessana ).

BSAA 46(2000)



Foreword

11- 1983, Napoli, XVII th Int. Cong. of Papyrology.
( Annona Militaris and Rizk of Nessana).
12- 1984, Dublin, Int. Cong. of Classical Societies.
( Egypt in transition from Byzantine to Arab).
13- 1985, Delphi, Athens, II nd Int. Cong. of Greek & Arabic Studies.
( A code of Navigation on the Nile in Greco-Roman Egypt).
14- 1985, Amman, Il nd Int. Cong. History of Syria.
( Papyrological evidence on the early Arab Administration).
15- 1985, Washington, Annual Cong. of Am.Philological Association.
(Source material on Greco-Roman Alexandria: discussion).
16- 1986, Athens, XVIII th Int. Cong. of Papyrology.
( Grain Supply of Alexandria in Byzantine Times).
17- 1987, Athens, 111 rd In. Cong. of Greek & Arabic Studies.
( The Arabs and Greek Heritage).
18- 1987, Amman, III rd Int. Cong. History of Syria.
( Taxes of Nessana under early Arab Administration).
19- 1987, Bolognia, Int. Colloquio, “Egitto e Storia Antica”.
( Arabic Contributions to the Study of Greco-Roman Egypt).
20- 1989, Paris, Unesco, Seminar on the ancient Library of Alexandria.
( The Universality of the ancient Library of Alexandria ).
21- 1989, Cairo, IX th Int. Cong. of Papyrology.
( Phoros Probaton : Rent or Tax ? ) .
22- 1991, Granada, Int. Seminar on Mediterranean Civilization.
( Alexandria and the Mediterranean in Antiquity ).
23- 1991, Cairo, Seminar “India and Egypt”.
( Geographical Explorations in the Indian Ocean in Antiquity ).
24- 1991, Cairo University, Seminar “ Life in Egypt in the Light of Papyri”.
( The Arabs and Alexandrian Scholarship ).
25- 1992, Copenhagen, XX th Int. Cong. of Papyrology.
( The Poll-Tax of Sergius of Nessana).
26- 1992, Alexandria, “Centenary of the Greco-Roman Museum of Alexandria”.
( The Water-clock : Pharaonic and Alexandrian).
27- 1993, Alexandria, “Centenary of the Archaeological Society of Alexandria”.
( A Festival Day in Ptolemaic Alexandria ).
28- 1993, Malibu, California, J.Paul Getty Institute, “Alexandria & Alexandrianism”.
(Alexandria and ancient Egyptian Learning).
29- 1994, Alexandria, Int. Cong. of Mediterranean Civilizations.
( Intellectual Life in multi- Cultural ancient Alexandria).
30- 1994, Alexandria, Sem. The School of Alexandria through the Ages.
( A Philosophic Episode in Alexandria, early Ist cent. B.C.).
31- 1994, Alexandria, Symp. Europe and Egypt, Cooperation in Archaeology.
( The Papyri as Evidence on Egypt in Early Arab Rule ).
32- 1995, Rome, Int.Con. “I’Egitto in Italia”.
(Philosophic Dispute within the Academy,centred in Rome & Alexandria).
33- 1995, Cairo, Ann.Con. of Union of Arab Historians.
(The Fate of Ancient Books during the Crusades ).
34- 1996, Cairo University, Anthropology of Egypt.
(Marriage in Greco-Roman Egypt in the light of Greek Papyri).
35- 1996, Alexandria, Alexandria and Mediterranean Civilization.
(Synesius of Cyrenae and his connections with Alexandria).
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36- 1996, Alexandria, Archaeological Society, Engineering and Archaeology.
( Ctesibius and the Water-Clock ).
37- 1996, Cairo,Symp. Supreme Council of Culture, Terrorism in History.
( The Conspiracy of Catilina).
38- 1997, Cairo University, Hellenim in the Arab World.
(The Arabs and the Sciences of Alexandria).
39- 1997, Alexandria, Symp. Submarine Archaeology & Coastal Management.
( The Greatest Emporium in the Inhabited World ).
40- 1997, Budapest, XXXV th Int. Con. On Asian and North African Studies.
( Papyrological Evidence on the Water-Clock ).
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Macedonian Presence In Alexandria*
Argyro B. Tataki

New surroundings give to settlers the opportunity for new creations and Alexandria
could not be an exception to that. In dealing with the Hellenistic period one is aware that the
Macedonians and the other Greeks who came to settle in Alexandria had already many things
in common without however having lost yet their special local characteristics. Thus the
settlement of Macedonians in Egypt and in Alexandria can be traced in various ways which 1
will try to sketch here.

Initially there are two approaches for the examination of their presence in the
population. The use of the ethnic Maxedwv is the first one, which certainly ir the early
attestations, especially those from Alexandria, had a more realistic content' than it had later
for the settlers of the Fayum. A safer indication than the ethnic is the existence of
Macedonian personal names attested even after the first two centuries from the time of their
owners’ arrival, as the analysis of the onomasticon shows. It is essential to point out here that
some of the names considered by the specialists as typically Macedonian are known only
from their attestations in Egypt, for example the names Bilotixn and AoBios and others;’
in addition to that many well known Macedonian names, such as BaAokpog and
d1AoTag, to mention only a few | have been preserved in inscriptions found in Alexandria
with or without the use of the ethnic.’Dozens of other well known Macedonian names are
preserved in Egyptian papyri, to mention only some of those starting with letter A:

*Apvvtas , CAproados, 'Appidaios, ATTaAos, "Attivas.” Since on the other hand we know
that many Macedonians had common Greek names without any local characteristics,” it is
reasonable to reach the conclusion that a substantial part among the holders of names
belonging to this category were also of Macedonian descent, a conclusion that can be
reinforced by considering the other factors that we will discuss next.

Many Macedonian prototypes can be traced in the institutions, the administration
and even more in the organisation of the Ptolemaic court as it can be studied on the basis of
the works of P.M. Fraser and R. Bagnal;’the analogies observed can support a better
understanding of the archetype that is often less explicity documented. The role of the
Macedonian household troops in the approving of the new sovereign, the Friends and the
First Friends of the king, the bodyguards, the employment of the term amota‘ms for defining
the governor of a city with civil authority in the Ptolemaic administration,” are all features
very much characteristic of the Macedonian administration, as known by the historians of
Alexander or as attested in inscriptions found in Macedonia.® For the Macedonian court the
royal envoys abroad were naturally members of the aristocracy including persons of the
family of the king, as can be observed in an early source, the treaty of Perdikkas II with the
Athenians.” In these relatives of the Macedonian kings most probably originates the term
cvyyevns, used often by Ptolemaic envoys abroad;'° the other definition used:
10V Tpetov Griov (among the First Frlends) of the king, is also a well documented feature
of the royal administration of Macedonia'’

Some religious features, not very common in the rest of the Greek world, can also be
traced in Macedonia. Heracles’ very important place in Macedonia is widely attested; his
worship is accompanied with many different epithets, as mscnptlonal and hterary sources
show.!? One of them is for Heracles Kallinikos, attested only once in Beroea," a city that lies
in the heart of the Macedonian kingdom. A dedication to this god with the same epithet
constitutes the only eplthet of Heracles epigraphically attested in Egypt and most probably
comes from Alexandria'*
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Another cult, not very common in the rest of the Greek world, is that of Qe Kaan,
attested only once in Macedonia, in the town of Lete; it has been recently published and
discussed by M.B. Hatzopoulos, who associated her with the cult of Demeter and Kore and
the rites of passage for young girls."> The same goddess, @so Kakn, is also attested once in
Alexandria'®

Certainly it is not only in those rare but characteristic examples, just mentioned where
the Macedonian presence can be traced. The Argeads claim to Heraclid ancestry, claim that
was later embraced also by the Antigonids,'’ found an early imitation by the Ptolemies, who,
in order to establish their relationship to the Argead house, made up a descent from Dionysos
and his son-in-law Heracles.'Ancestry of the Argeads from Dionysos is mentioned by
Plutarch, in the work On the fortune or the virtue of Alexander, where in the discussion of the
king with the philosopher Diogenes he asks from him to be forgiven for imitating Heracles.....
and “follow in the footsteps of Dionysos, the divine author and progenitor of my
family”.'"The dominant place of Dionysos in Macedonian life is testified by numerous
literary references, to mention only the descriptions by Arrian of several sacrifices to him,*’
the notice that there was a day kept sacred to Dionysos by the Macedonians and that
Alexander used to sacrifice to him yearly on that day and also the description of Alexander’ s
arrival in the town of India called Nysa, a foundation of Dionysos.?! The dominant presence
of Dionysos in Alexandria is best seen in the procession of Ptolemy Philadelphos which
contains many important elements that allow us to suppose a very close connection with
Macedonia. This text of Kallixeinos preserved by Athenaeus in the fifth book of the
Deipnosophistai, translated and thoroughly discussed by E.E. Rice,? gives very important
information and allows for a new way of looking at and interpreting the contents of some
Macedonian tombs. The text that is excerpted from a more extended work by Kallixeinos
called About Alexandria, describes for its greater part the procession of Dionysos and his
followers.” The richness of the objects, wreaths and colossal statues in this procession can be
paralleled with the three day triumph of Aemelius Paulus, adorned with what he had carried
to Rome from Macedonia, as described by Plutarch.?® But the actual description, the
followers of Dionysos and some of the objects carried by them can be recognised in many
features of the objects and decorations found in the large royal tomb of Aegeae (modern
Vergina), that the excavator M. Andronikos believed to be Philip’s tomb®> On reading this
extraordinary text one should naturally ignore the exaggeration in the size of the objects
mentioned, as e.g. the nine feet tall altars and the equally huge thymiateria (incense burners),
or a silver krater holding 600 measures.**Other objects, mostly of gigantic size, that appeared
in large numbers in the Alexandrian procession and can be seen among the Vergina finds in
more moderate sizes include oinochoai and phialai, basins and kraters, all objects connected
with drinking and mixing of wine, all objects suitable for symposia.27 Almost everything in
this royal tomb is connected with Dionysos and his cult. Satyrs and Silenoi decorate most of
the objects and Dionysos himself is represented in an ivory plaque.”® Other objects mentioned
in the procession include tripods, golden crowns of ivy worn by the statues of Alexander and
Ptolemaios 1 Soter and a golden crown of olive worn by the statue of Arete, all finding a
material form in the finds of Vergina and also those of other Macedonian tombs.”
Thymiateria can be recognised, as I believe, in the lantern, as the excavator interpreted it,
found in the same Vergina tomb.** Participants in the procession were also, according to the
same text, Macedonian women called Mimallones, Bassarai and Lydai, explained as
Maenads, described as having hair streaming lose and some holding daggers in their hands,
others snakes;’' they are also illustrated in Macedonian funerary finds and primarily on the
Derveni krater.”>The features connected with the cult of Dionysos have made their
appearance not only in Vergina, where their presence is overpowering, but also at other sites
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where Macedonian tombs were excavated. One cannot forget the relationship of Dionysos to
Orpheus and the Underworld, which is so eloquently demonstrated in another funerary find,
that of the unique Derveni krater **The pyre of another Derveni tomb contained an also
unique find, for Greece, a papyrus with an Orphic text;’* inside the same tomb a gilded
thymiaferion similar to the one of Vergina was found *

Another feature close to the Macedonian originals, but in general of lower quality, is
the painting preserved in funeral monuments of Alexandria®® The recent discoveries in
Macedonia have revolutionised our knowledge of ancient painting, and now the origin of
these Alexandrian creations can be more easily traced than at the time of their publication. In
the funerary architecture, features such as false doors and windows and funerary klinai,3 T also
point to the same cultural background and reinforce our belief that many Macedonians came
and worked in Alexandria from the start, besides the eponymous architect of the city
Deinokrates. That the architect, who was ordered by Alexander to lay out the plans of a city
in his name, was a Macedonian, is an information of Vitruvius; another source,
PsCallisthenes, calls him Rhodian.? 8

We will conclude with an area in which the contribution of the Alexandrian literary
achievement is in particular recognised: the creation of the epigram.” We should not
underestimate the fact that one of the most famous Alexandrian epigrammatists, the man who
lived at the court of Ptolemy Philadelphos and composed the poem designed to celebrate
most probably the erection, of the Pharos, was the Macedonian Poseidippos from Pella.* It
seems that it is no coincidence that although most of their works are lost we know of many
Macedonians who contributed to this and other related fields of poetic creation as e.g. epic
and tragic poetry. Epigrams inscribed on Macedonian funerary monuments are quite
numerous; the earliest come from Pella and is dated in the first half of the 4t century B.C..*"
next are the epigrams from Vergina that are dated as early as the second half of the 4
century B.C*

NOTES

*This paper was delivered in Alexandria during the Sccond Alexandria International Conference: Alexander the
Great and Alexandria (January 1990).
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