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(2) https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/ar/summit/
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(1) Segger« M.C. Cordonier and A. Khalfan (2004)¢ Sustainable Development Law: Principles¢ Practices &
Prospects¢ (Oxford: Oxford University Press).
Segger<« M.C. Cordonier and C. G. Weeramantry (2004)¢ Sustainable Justice: Reconciling Economic¢
Social and Environmental Law (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff).
Gehring« M. and Segger< M.C. Cordonier (2005)¢ Sustainable Development in World Trade Law (The

Hague: Kluwer Law International)./+
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(1) World Commission on Environment and Development< Our Common Future (Oxford: Oxford University
Press¢ 1987). This definition focuses¢ according to the Report¢ on the concept of needs« in particular the
essential needs of the world's poor¢ to which overriding priority should be given¢ and the concept of
limitations (imposed by the state of technology and social organisation) on the ability of the environment
to meet present and future needs.

(2) See V. Lowe« “Sustainable Development and Unsustainable Arguments” in A. Boyle and D. Freestone«
International Law and Sustainable Development: Past Achievements and Future Challenges (Oxford:
Oxford University Press¢ 1999) at 36. See also A. Boyle and D. Freestone¢ International Law and
Sustainable Development: Past Achievements and Future Challenges (Oxford: Oxford University Press¢
1999) at 16 - 18.

(3) While ‘sustainable development’ as such¢ may not be a customary principle of international law¢ it has
been suggested that one of the principles of international law related to sustainable development includes
a ‘principle of integration’« as described in the 2002 International Law Association New Delhi

Declaration on Principles of International Law Related to Sustainable Development (New Delhi: ILA«
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2002)¢ see “ILA New Delhi Declaration of Principles of International Law Relating to Sustainable
Development” in Kluwer Academic Publishers International Environmental Agreements: Politicsc Law
and Economics (2002) 2:2 at 209-216¢ available online: <http://www.kluweronline.com/issn/1567-
9764/current>. See also M.C. Cordonier Segger and A. Khalfan< Sustainable Development Law:
Principles¢ Practices and Prospects (Oxford: Oxford University Press¢ 2004) at 45 - 50. And see D.
French¢ International Law and Policy of Sustainable Development (Manchester: Manchester University
Press¢ 2005) at 51

(1) M.C. Cordonier Segger & A. Khalfan¢ Sustainable Development Law: Principles¢ Practices & Prospects
(Oxford: Oxford University Press¢ 2004). See also M.C. Cordonier Segger & C. G. Weeramantry« eds¢
Sustainable Justice: Reconciling Economic¢ Social and Environmental Law (Leiden: Martinus Nijhoft«
2004).

(2) Case Concerning the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros Dam (25 September 1997) (Hungary v Slovakia) I.C.J. Rep.¢
37 LL.M. (1998) 162
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Tribunal refers to the “notion [ ]... of sustainable development”, and
at para. 59, states that: ]“e]nvironmental law and the law on
development stand not as alternatives but as mutually reinforcing,
integral concepts, which require that where development may cause
significant harm to the environment, there is a duty to prevent, or at
least mitigate such harm. ... This duty, in the opinion of the Tribunal,
has now become a principle of general international law. This
principle applies not only in autonomous activities but also in

activities undertaken in implementation of specific treaties between
the Parties™.

) eyt Lavie Lile Lalviaall il aygial 5ol Jodll 1aa < o1,

P8 AW ag ag0all 3ilall ddall oLl G_ui dalle 48 piay 8 B2l

oaill ela lly 199V aled LSl pe (e V) Al Akl g lad) aladiul
{0l il e dalsivad) dpaiill e L

(1) See« in particular«

(2) Permanent Court of Arbitration: In the Arbitration Regarding the Iron Rhine ("Ijzeren Rijn") Railway:«
between the Kingdom of Belgium and the Kingdom of the Netherlands (May 24« 2005) at 59¢ 114«
Award of the Arbitral Tribunal¢ online: Permanent Court of Arbitration

<http://www.pcacpa.org/ENGLISH/RPC/BENL/BE-NL%20Award%20240505.pdf>.
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Eburon ¢ Sustainable Development and Water Management« International Law<Antoinette Hildering

. P. 5¢2004¢ Betgerlands¢<Academic Publishers
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(1) Martin —Bidou, (le principe de précaution en droit international de 1'environnement ), .RGDIP, octobre —
décembre, 1999, N 03, P 633

(2) See Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development and Johannesburg Plan of Implementation
[hereinafter JPOI], in Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South
Africa, August 26 to Sept 4, 2002, A/CONF.199/L.1 (New York, United Nations, 2002). The JPOI can
be found online: htp://www.johannesburgsummit.org/html/documents/summit_docs.html. 73 See the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, above, art. 3(4), with Kyoto Protocol to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change« 10 December 1997, 37 [.L.M. 22 (1998

(3) See, for example:« the cases of Bulankulama v. The Secretary« Ministry of Industrial Development (2000)
Vol 7, No. 2 South Asian Environmental Law Reporter 1 (Sri Lankan Supreme Court) and Shehla Zia
and others v. WAPDA, Case No 15-K of 1992 (Pakistan Supreme Court).
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(1) Integration of laws and policies in these areas was directly referred in many global treaties¢ using different
textual formulations depending on the context and purpose of the instruments. It is a keystone provision
of the 1992 Rio Conventions. As one example of how this principle is reflected in an international treaty
on sustainable development, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change states that “...Policies
and measures to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be appropriate for the
specific conditions of each Party and should be integrated with national development programmes:
taking into account that economic development is essential for adopting measures to address climate
change.” 73 This is made operational in the 1997 Kyoto Protocol¢ which states at Article 14, for
example, that “Each Party included in Annex I shall strive to implement the commitments mentioned in
paragraph 1 above in such a way as to minimize adverse social¢« environmental and economic impacts on
developing country Parties...”

(2) 7. The principle of integration and interrelationship¢ in particular in relation to human rights and social,
economic and environmental objectives The principle of integration reflects the interdependence of
social, economic¢ financial, environmental and human rights aspects of principles and rules of
international law relating to sustainable development as well as of the needs of current and future
generations of humankind.

All levels of governance — global, regional, national, sub-national and local — and all sectors of society should
implement the integration principle¢ which is essential to the achievement of sustainable development.
States should strive to resolve apparent conflicts between competing economic, financial, social and
environmental considerations, whether through existing institutions or through the establishment of

appropriate new ones.
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(1) The principle of integration and interrelationship¢ in particular in relation to human rights and social¢
economic and environmental objectives. The principle of integration reflects the interdependence of
social, economic, financial, environmental and human rights aspects of principles and rules of
international law relating to sustainable development as well as of the needs of current and future
generations of humankind.

All levels of governance — global, regional, national« sub-national and local — and all sectors of society should
implement the integration principle, which is essential to the achievement of sustainable development.
States should strive to resolve apparent conflicts between competing economic, financial, social and
environmental considerations¢ whether through existing institutions or through the establishment of
appropriate new ones.
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(1) For example, in explaining Africa's development problems, the World Bank stated that “Underlying the
litany of Africa's development problems is a crisis of governance.” See World Bank, Sub-Saharan Africa:
From Crisis to Sustainable Growth (1989) at 60.

(2) Pierre-Marie, Droit International Publique, 4em Edition, Dalloz, Paris, 1998, P101.
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