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An armed conflict exists whenever there is a resort to armed force between
states or protracted armed violence between governmental authorities and
organized armed groups or between such groups within a state. International
humanitarian law applies from the initiation of such armed conflicts and
extends beyond the cessation of hostilities until a general conclusion of
peace is reached, or, in the case of internal conflicts, a peaceful settlement is
achieved. Until that moment, International humanitarian law continuous to
apply in the whole territory of the warring states or, in the case of internal
conflicts, the whole territory under the control of a party.
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