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BAI BUREH AND THE TEMNE
REVOLUTION AGAINST BRITAIN (1898)

By : Dr. ABDALLAH ABD EL RAZEK IBRAHIM

Britain bought an area on the west coast of Africa to provide a shel-
ter for liberated slaves. On this area the foundations of the colony of
Serra Leone were established by Britain.

Relations between the Africans of this Colony and the British grew
tense conducing to the flare-up of a revolution against British administa-
tion led by Bai Bureh, who belonged to the Temne tribe. The said revo-
lution was the first of a series of disturbances that took place against
Bntiain in 1898.

Causes of Revoluiton :

Scholars hold different viewpoints about the causes of the revolution.
Some of them attribute it to the attempt by Africans to realise their
independence, while others see the causes in the light of the hut tax levied
by Britain on the Africans. The present paper believes that the causes
are mterconnected and multifarious, and that the hut tax coupled with
malpractices of British govemors in the Colony and the bad system of
administration are the most eminent causes of the revolution.

Life History of Bai Bureh :

Viewpoints differ concerning his life history. It is well known that
he spent his childhood in the town of Rogoblan, which forms Part of
Kasseh Privince. His father was one of the Professional warriors. The
father sent the son for training on the art of war in which Bai Bureh
showed a master ability. He gained such a wide reputation that made
the council of elders of Kasseh elect him to the post of chief of the tribe,

It is believed that though he apparently belonged to the Temne tribe.
his roots are traced back to the Loko. Bai Bureh adoped Islam and
was influenced by its teachings that spread from the north. He had a
number of assistants who had a knowledge of Arabic language. Besides
he developed amicable relations with the Islamic Teacher Bukhara.
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Bai Burch abided by terms of treaties concluded with the British
since 1871. However, differences erapted between him and the British
because of their interference in disputes among local chiefs. His relations
with the British Party gravely deterriorated, and as a consequence he
came to challenge the authority of British officials at Kasseh.

Development of the rift between Britain and Bai Bureh :

The rift between Britain and Bai Bureh developed because of british
mterference in local differences in Serra Leon, on the Pretext of the
right given to her by virtue of its treaties with local chiefs. Differences
reached a climax when British governor Frederiek Cardew recalled Bai
Bureh to his office. Bai Bureh declined to go though he accepted to Pay
the fine levied on him by the British govemnor.

On August 14th 1896 Britain declared the protectorate on Serra-
Leon. Captain Sharpe was appointed British representative there. He
imposed the hut tax on Africans paving the way for the revolution.

Bai Bureh’s struggle against the British :

Bai Bureh stood against Britian when it tried to impose by force
its rule on Kassah, and collect the taxes it levied. Britain made use of
the west India battalion which was led by Richard Norris to reinforce
Kasseh Police troops. Bai Bureh’s troops successfully attacked the town
of Port Locke and Bai Bureh used the espoinage intelligence strategy to
amass information about his enemies.

The Britsh troops faced fierce resistance and Britian was compelled
to recall military reinforcements to conquer Bai Bureh troops. Britain
followed scorched land strategy and raided secure villages. John Mar-
shall later seized Kasseh; and Bai Burch asked the missinoary Elba to
mediate between him and the British who insisted on his unconditional
surrender.

The battle with the British continued until he fell in captivity of the
British forces on November 11 th, 1898. He was put under house arrest
in one of the subrubs of Freetown for some time. Later on he was exiled
to Gold Coast where he remained till 1905 when he was permitted to
return to Kassch he died in 1908.
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ADLB : Aborigines Department Letter Book.
ADMP : Abongines Department Minute Papers.
C. 0. : Colonial Office.

ECM : Executive Council Minutes.

GCDSS : Governor’s Confidential Despatches to Secretary of State for
Colonies.

GDSS : Governor’s Dzspatches to the Secretary of State for Colonies.
NALB : Native Affairs Letter Book.

NAS : National Archives of Senegal.

P.R.O. : Public Record Office.

SLA  : Siermra Leone Archives.
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1. Public Record Office (P.R.O.)
C.O. 266 / 437

C.O. 267 / 438
C.0. 267 / 439

2. Sierra Leone Archives (SLA) :
SLA / Govemor’s Confidential

Despatches to Secretary of state
for colonies (CCDSS).

SLA / Native Affairs Letter Book
(NALB).

SLA / Aborigines Department Minute
Papers (ADMP).

SLA / Governor’s Local Letter Book
(GLLB).

SLA / Aborigines Department Letter
Book (ADLEB).

SLA / Executive Council Minutes
(ECM).

3. Parhamentery papers 1899, LX Report on the Insurrection in
the Sierra leone protectorate (Chalmers Report) L. 1II.

4. Hansard 4th Series LVII, 5 May 1898.
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1. Hargreaves, J.D.,, : The Establishment of the Sierra Leone Pro-

tectorate and the Insurrection of 1898, Cambridge Historical Journal
XII (1956).

2. Hirst, E. «.d Kamara, I.; Benga, London 1958.

3. Fyfe, Chrstopher; History of Sierra Leone, London 1962.

4. Michael Crowder; 'West Africa under Colonial Rule, Colonial] West
Africa. London 1978.
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