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CAPE TOWN
AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL STUDY
By
Prof. F. A. GAWAD SHEWIKA

Univ. of Cairo
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this article 1s to examine some anthropological
characters in the urban-ecological areas of Cape of Good Hope, in

south Africa.

The compact residential area situated in Table Valley immediately
south of Cape Tawn’s city centre can be claimed as the oldest bluildup

area in the Republic of South Africa.

Cape Town, is the parliamentary capital and second largest city
of the Republic of South Africa. It is the South “key point” of the
continent of Africa. It ranhs among the olelest pernonent white sett-

lements in the southern himisphere. The modern city, with its popula-
tion approaching two-thirds of a million, offers a fascinatiny field for

geographical and anthropological studies, pantly because of the pecu-
liarities of its topographic and historical growth, partly because of
its multiracial character, and pently because of the phenomeral indus-
trid expanion that has taken place since World War I, especially during

the periods when the Suez Canal had been closed.

Cape town stands at the northern and of the Cape Peninsula 1n

the shadow of Table Mountain (3563 ft.). The city core occupies part
of the brood amphitheater of Table Valley, flanhed on the east by the

lofty Devels Peah (3282 ft.) and on the west by the lower elongated
mountain shaped like a recumb-ent lion.
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Table bay was visited by ships of four nations for more than a
century before its advantages were sufficiently appreciated for settle-
ment to be attempted. The settlement was designed merely to supply
passing ships of the Dutch East India Compary with fresh produce,
it was not at first intended to be permanent. Nevertheless, despite
reprimands from the company, Van Riebeeck laid out a town on a grid
plan that was to dominate the urban pattern until the nineteenth cen-
tury. After 1666, followimng war between Holland and Britain, the fort
was replaced by the present castle. By the turn of the century, the
European population numbered a thousand, slaves (mostly Malays)
totalled nealy 400, several large farms had been established in Table
Valley, and farming settlement had spread southward to Wynberg and
castward across the Cape Flates to Pearl and Stellenbosch.

The post-Boer depression from 1903 to 1909 brought about an
exodus from Cape Town to Transvaal ; the European population fell
from 103,887 to 85,442 1n seven years meanwhile the non-European
increase from 65,754 to 76,137. Science Union in 1909, however, when
Cape Town became the parliamentary capital and the seat of provinical
government industrial development has stimulated populaticn growth,
strikingly so in the years immediately following the First and Second
World Wars.

In 1951, the population of Greater Cape Town totalled 632,987

of whom 267,212 were Europeans, 249,908 Cape Colourcds 59,893
Africans, 48,547 Cape Malays, and 8237 Asiatics, mostly Indian traders.

South Africa i1s not immune to general social processes and urban-
1zation 1s one of them. It was found in Langa which is the main
district of the African native peoples in Cape Town, (Wilson, Mand
Mafeje, A., 1963) that a community has emerged with characteristics
very similar to those of urban communitiec in other countries. In
Langa there i1s differentiation of occupation, and diversity in language,
custom, religion, and forms of artistic expression ; just as in any other
city. In the structural aspect the diversity appears as a multipicity of
corporations and associations formed by people with interests in
common, whether it be profit from the ﬁroduction or exchange of some
commodity, mutual aid in saving, insurance, or the improvement of
working conditions, political action, the enjoyment of a game, instruc-
tion, or the worship of God.:
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Cape Town, as a residential area is at the moment-according to
its racial composition-one of the most unstable city in the world. This
is because a large majority of on-whites are hving there, as well as
the whites from different origins.

It appears to be time for the urban anthropological studies to
take place in studying the socio—economic structure problems in com-
prehensive terms in such cities in Africa.

Elementary families in Cape town are important in it but the
wider kinship groups are of negligible importance as corporations and
even the network of kinship relationships is modified by the need for
a job or the desire to associate with others like interests. Most families

in Cape Town have kin not only in the country, but in other towns
of the Republic.

In short, and in few words, we can say that, from thc anthropo-
logical point of view, Cape Town is a multitudinous racial city, and of
an unique type 1n Africa, so it is good to study it in this article.

F. A. GAWAD
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