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THE SOCIAL ROLE OF EDUCATION IN REMOTE SOCIETIES
“AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL FIELD WORK STUDY”

BY Dr. TAWLIK EL-HOUSSIENY ABDO.

The objective of this study is to draw attention to the importance
of developing education in remote societies. It also aims at defining
the social role that could be played by cducation to upgrade and to

develope these societies.

The study includes the communitie s locatcd in six governorates
namely : Southern Sainai, Northern Sainai, the New Valley ( Kharga and
Dakhla Oases ), Red Sea, Matrouh ( Siwa Oasis ) and Giza ( Bahrila

Oasis ).

As 1t 1s known, the educational institution has basic functions that
are related to the other social institutions, and because the communities
included 1n this study are varied, our analysis of social institutions and
their relation to education will be investigated through the study of three

major areas .

1. Environmental conditions : which constitute Amajor obstacle
that hinders the spread of education. Moreover, they create difficul-
ties for the people to earn their living.

2. Various Social institutions prevail in remote communities are

different, tribal system does not feel that education of children could
provide positive results, whil> non-tribal systems encourage the

education of both sexes.

The relation ship between education and social institutions could
be seen through the study of social problems, such as early marriage,
polegmy, and negligence of the education of girls.

3. Populatin in remote communities is divided into nomadic
beduins and urban inhabitants.

Urbans are settled in villages and towns where the opportunities
of education are available and where people care much about the educa-
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tion of therr chidren, while bedouins suffer too much from different living
conditions that do not provide them with their educational requirements.

This paper provides recommendations and results that have been
based on the study of the mentioned above communities and also
shows the important social role that could be played by education to
develop remote societies.

Besides, the study has proved the urgency for establishing a new
educational policy that takes place into concideration the conditions of
remote communitics that require approperiate approaches. educational.
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