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ART IN AFRICA:
A STUDY IN AESTHETIC ANTHROPOLOGY
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SOAD ALI HASSAN SHAABAN (PH.D)

Dep. of Anthropology Institute of Research and African
"~ Studies, Cairo University

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Art,generally, is considered one of the features of cultural life of
"different societies. Culture (1), long time ago was defined by Taylor
as That total complex which include knowledge, religion, art, ethics,
law and all other capabilities and traditions aquired by a human being
as a member of a society!l.

Art was and still considered as a major area of concern for diff-
erent anthropologists. Numerous studies that were carried in diff-
erent socicties have indicated the close relationships between art and the
buman society including all of its environmental, cultural, social, and
religious features. The artist in creating his ideas and mental pictures,
is highly affected by all of those features combined together. They
also affect the means of expressing different kinds of arts, such as draw--
mng’s tone-work, or other decorative arts. It also appears in the forms
of doncing, music, poetry, populer novels and other means of expressi-

(1) Abou Zeid, A.M.: Tylor, 1757, p. 195.
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ons. Tne issue, in spite of ernum ous relevant studies, deserves further
investigation and more analytical studies, notably for those specialized
in Anthropology to explain the {functional orle of art. Production of
an artist is at the end for the sake of the socicty and his members, in
spite of the fact that he i1s motivated to select a given way of expression
by the society itself.

It can be concluded that the African societies have attained advanced
levels in numerous artistic fields, such as architecturs as well as the part
of plastic, graphic, and ornaments. The Bushmen’s art was found to
be the most ancient one ,which is represented by pgaphic and stone-
work. Art of the primitive human-being started in his trial to orna-
ment his body, and following his residence to caves and huts shifted
to ornamcnt his home. His actions in doing so are charcterized by
being clear, simple, and self-expressive. The study indicates that the
human-being thinks and develops his ihought while watching the surr—
ounding nature. Hc does not stand stili in front of this gigantic world.
On the conlrary® he is a discoverer and explorer. The change beiny
dynamic is inherited in the creative operation.

The study indicates that Africa is quite rich in the factors and moti—
ves that have, over time, facilitated the cxistence of a fantastic artistic
production. Available evidence indicate that ancient works are of
better quality. This is a serious phenomenon that reflects the impact
of development factors and. interaction of. cultures. which spoil the
artist's immagination and. superiooity. The art of east Affican includes
types different from: those found in its southern parts of the Bushmen.
Art in the eastern parts includes types of manuf acturing copper and
jewellery as well as bair combing and clothes, shields, and wood. These
types of art rcflect their ways for expressing beauty. The study bas
also indicated that African art in general, esPeciaﬁy that of the negros,
has an. ultimate goal, where it serves religious purposes. The African
art existed for ancestorworship,and becuse of this the vicls and monu-

ments have existed.

The study has indicated ihe incrasidg importance of Anthropo-
logical studies for explaining the role of art in supporting the socis!
and culturel structures of the African societtes. It'slso indicated how
far forms, foundations, and ways of the art depend on the feellngs
of the members of the society. The African artist, therefore, respo-

By



nds, by his own way, to those feclings. He expresses this in various
ways, such as graphic, stone-work, or music. The integrative study
has to consider the human side, 1.e. the artist, and ihis surrounding
social, cultural, and economic environment. This vital and effective
side has not to be neglected. Those skilled fingers and gigantic mid
of the African artist enabled him to produce wonderful art, in spite
of the surrounding difficult conditions.

Music, poetry, and language are of basic ways for expression.
They can be used to express human feelings. The African music still
deservese extensive studies. These studies have to consider the music—
ian himself and his role in the society,as well as social classes gencrating
them. It has also to cover training of musicians which is likely to exp-
lore impottant dimension of the society.

The study has indicated that the art of West Africa in general, csp—
ecially that of the Ashanti, deserves an independent study. Anthr—
opologists have to consider all thses issues, which are direly lacking.
African anthropologists have to emphasize those studies, where its
findings are expected to differ ficm thcse of the Furcpeers.
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