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ARABIC ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION
IN

WEST AFRICA

ITS CHARACTERISTICS AND THE ELEMENTS OF ITS SPREAD
BY

PROF. Dr. S. A. ELGAMAL.

Professor of History at the Institute.
&

Arabic Islamic civilization spread in 'West Africa. This civilisation

bas contributed effectively in the economic, political and social develop-
ment of the region.

Among the inhabitants of this region, there were many scholars and
Fakihs who left a great religious and scientific heritage. There were

also cultural centres that could attract many scholars of the Islamic
world.

Due to the spread of Islam in these parts, Arabic spread as the
language of commercial dealings, writing and speech for it is the language
of the Koran.

The Arabic Islamic movement in West Africa was characterized
by the appearance of an elegant class of reformers who fought the bad
customs and traditions that were practised in the daily life, besides the
- purification of Islam from all the traditions that contradict with the
.doctrines of the right religion. Among the factors that contributed
in the spread of Islam in West Africa we have these points :
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1. Commerce which has played an important part in the spreading of
Islam and its Arabic culture in West Africa. As Arnold referred that

Islam and commerce are intermingled.

2. Pilgrimage was and is still one of the most important elements
that aided moslems to mingle and exchange intellectual and cultural views.
3. Sofi Tariquahs that spread there as Quadriah and Tiganiah.
The followers of such tariquahs have played an important role in the
spreading of Islam and Arabic culture in this region.
4. Scholars and religious men who came to West Africa from wvarious
islamic nations to teach in the schools and mosques of Timbucto, Jenne

and Mali. These men have played a vital role in the spreading of Islam
in these parts.

5. The Reform movements that appeared in these parts, as we have
previously mentioned, have helped people to the right path of the
religion.

6. The psychological factors : The Africans in West Africa have
found in Islam-with its simplicity and tolerence and its adaptability to
every age-what can solve many of their problems.

{. The role of Maghrib :

The Maghrib countries, owing to its site, played an important role
in the spreading of Islam and Arabic cuture in West Africa, where
scholars and Fakihs went to West Africa, besides the role of the Veiled
and Almoravid in the spreading of Islam and its culture in West Africa.

Islam and the Arabic culture could create a special forum that

affected the customs, arts, culture and the economic and social system.
This paper tries to deal with these points.
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