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“Summary and Conclusions”

Increasing interest in Afirica is a noticeable phenomenon in various
countries of the world. Such interest has extended even to countries
that are not naturally or regionally related to the continent. This may
be due to obvious variability of its natural, social, and cultural environ-
ments. The continent 1s crossed by rivers, mountains, deserts, forests,
as well as savanna. It is also characterized by numerous types of agrn-
cultural production, as well as different human races and strains.

Existence of numerous and highly complicated languages is still
another feature of. the African continent.

Africa, on the contrary to what is believed by some scientists, is
not isolated from the world. The continent to be quite close to Europe
and Asia in three locations, namely Gibraltar, Bab El-Mandab, and the
Seuz-Canal. Caucazian and Negro races are almost equaly distributed
in the continent, with the first being concentrated in the north and north-
eastern parts, and the later dominating the southern and western parts.

Two other races, different from the negro one, are found in the
far western south, namely Bushmen and Hottentots. They can not
be considered as strains from the negro race. Another race, i.e.
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Pygmies, are found in Africa, with its individuals living scattered in
the forests of Congo as well as that of Itory.

Africa has been classified according to various basis, such as
language and dominant economic activity. The later classification is
being adopted in this study. The following classification is the most
important, since it deals with economic activities of the society

Activity of collection and picking, Activity of hunting and fishing
Activity of grazing, Activity of both intensive and extensive agriculture,
mining and industrial activity.

The classification, in spite of generality, lacks accuracy- A given

society may combine more than one economic activity. Therfore, 1t
is difficult to clearly distinguish between these economic activities.

However this classification could hold true to a great extent if
the most dominant econormic activity of a given society is considered.

This article is the first one in a series of studies relevant to African

societies, depending in classifying its societies on the most dominant
economic activity. The study includes :

1. Savanna Hunters.
A- Bushmen.

B- Sandawe, Kindiga, and remainders of other societies.

(- Bergdama.

1

Original Forest Hunters (Pygmies).

This study will be followed by a series of articles relevant to
Airican societies.

A — Bushmen society is considered one of the most ancient glorious,
and great societies. They are groups that practice hunting and
fishing, as well as picking and collection. They have their own
civilization and traditions- Some scientists were able to describe
and register, such as Baumann, Westermann, Schapera and Seligman.
In spite of their simplicity and poverty, they have their own cults,
as well as implements and methods of hunting. Their clothing
agree with the resources of their natural environment. The kfe
of hunting, in spite of its extreme hardships and uncertaiety,
is the way of life practiced by the Bushmen. They have never thought
to appeal to agriculture, or raising livestock, as a way of life. They
are capable for overcoming extreme effort and hunger, as well as
making use of whatever available in their environment. They are
still till now on their original beliefs, such as adoption of the moon
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as a God, and considering some of things related to a given animal
or plant as being sacred (Totem).

These societies, in spite of rapid development of the world and
cultural expansion by various means, are till now living in complete
isolation, which motivated them to preserve ancient traditions.

‘These groups, in view of facing vanity, can bhe considered as
remainders of societies. Accordingly, their exists a need for its
1nvestigation since it represents an important economic and cultural
stage for the development of mankind. Therefore, they have to be
anthropologically investigated before being vanished.

Individuals of the society, in spite of the hardship conditions of
their life, are proud and satisfied. It is unexpected that contact
of Bushmen with other more developed cultures could change
their primitive life, nor adopt other European or nearby African
patterns of civilization. As a race it lacks till now the ability to
adjust himself according to changing conditions. Therefore, it isa
rapidly decreasing population- Such decrease may although be
related to their traditions related to sucking and birth. The mother
continues to suck her child up to the age of three to four years.
If a baby is borne beforel weaning the previous one he has 1o face
death. Large families are extremely rare, since three is almost the
average size. Vanishing wild herds largely threatens the Bushmen’s
life, since they depend on it as a sole source of food. Issuing acts
that prevent hunting wild animals by concerned governments is
likely to affect the life of the Bushmen. Such acts have compelled
their remainders to depend on unguaranteed sources of plant food.

This can be considered as another factor facilitating their wvanity.
The researcher, however, believes that such a society which has
stand this life is characterized by extremely good will and persistence
to the traditions of his ancestors. He has his strict laws, which
has to be enforced, notably with regard to distribution of hunted
animals: The chief of the tribe is entitled the right to distribute it
taking nto consideration the share of the hunter so as to continue
hunting. Bushmen can make use of every part of the hunted
animal, even the bones which are smashed and its inside cOntents
are cooked with meat. Hides of small animals are used for clothing,
or manufacturing cases for food and tobacco. Hides of big animals
are used for manufacturing covers, belts and soles.

B- Remainders of Sandawe and Kindiga societies have a new
developed pattern in addition to the traditional hunting one. They
cultivate the land and raise livestock. Undoubtfully, this i» dae

\AA{
(Lo Y oLl o VY ¢ )



to. the eflect of neighbouring civilization, resulting from cultural
penetration by some way or the other.

C- Bergdama : There exists for this group some cultural mixed
‘elements, that are a mixture of hunters civilization and that of food
collectors, as well as that of primitive farmers and those raising
livestock. This is perhaps the net resultant of responding to these
. patterns combined together- The Bergdama are dominant by the
Negro race. They are hunters and food collectors in south-west
Afrcia. Some of them, since they are neighbours of the Negros and
Pygmies from north and west, as well as the Bushimen and Hottentots
from south, raise goats. They have some effects of the matrilineal
systein muxed with the Patrilineal one. This is reflected in buctua-
tions of heritage, as well as the system of age-sets.

‘These patterns of civilzation represent interference of numerous
elements, which reflect the elasticity of the society and effect of
neighbouring societies. It also indicate its adaptation with other
cultures to the extent of imitating some of its elements to become
part of his own culture. The Patrilineal system is starting to power-
fully dominate, in spite of the existence of remainders of the
matrilineal one. Political and religious authorities in extended
families are practiced by adult males. This group is quite familiar
with the democratic system found in the most developed societies:
The village is run by democratic decisions taken by adult males.

This group supports the interrelated culture effect.

Pyamies : Economic activity of pygmies is very simple. Simplicity is
presented in all of their daily life patterns. There exists no permenant
and continuous utilization of any productive facilities for land, such as
agriculture or grazing. Pygmies are hunters. Their life is to a great
extent similar to that of the primitive human being existing on earth.
They seek their daily food by hunting, as well as picking and collecting
suitable wild fruits from the trees of the forest. Existence of such
simple life side by side with the most developed economical scientific and
cultural patterns attained nowadays by some societies seems to be highly
striking and most peculiar. Pygmies, in spite of their close relations with
Negros, have not been affected by their agricultural civilization- They
may work for the Negros, or live symbioticaly with them, with each race
practicing his initial way of life. Both races exchange their products.
Pygmies provide Negros by animal food, in exchange of plant one.
However, they learned from the Negros other things such as using arrows.
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with iron pinned ends, hunting elephants by spears, in addition to
addition t0 importance of tribe leadership. .

Existence of council with certain conditions for the tribe seems to
attract the attention. It reflects their developed administrative system.
It is also noticed that the group is organized according to economic
considerations. The patrilineal system is the most dominant, where
the pattern of extended families exists, including all patrilineal xinchip
‘The clan is held responsible as to its individual both economically and
politically.

There exists, as revealed by this study, strong similarity between
different societies practicing hunting, picking, and collection in spite
of their isolation and being extremely apart- Wide similarity exists
for example in hunting methods, division of labor, housing, clothing,
and in exogamy and the monogamy marriage. Similarity is also evident
in simplicity in hunting and feeding articles. Similarity is in addition
observed in dominance of totemic religious, considering the moon or sun
as gods, as well as gloriously treatment of ancestors or getting sacred

fromm them.

‘These are some small sized populations that represent, in spite of
that, a dangerous phenomenon in the African continent, i.e. eradication
of some its original strains. These societies, of limited knowledge,
represent the initial stages of mankind life on earth. Thay reppesent
a strange link in the development of mankind over time. Reasons under-
lying their existence are still unknown, where how or when the pygmietic
type of mankind was firstly originated- They are societies most
susceptible for eradication in the world of today. Anthropological
studies have not yet clearly explained the nature of socio-economic
organization of the pygmies. The nature of this orgamzation is unknown
both during their past history and with respect to up today development,
notably that their social and environmental conditions have changed.
Modren anthropological studies 1s asked to explore all previous questions,

and find clear answers for all of it.

why are the pygmies shorter than others? What are the reasons
ynderlying that? Why are the pygmies still living in an underdeveloped
pattern of civilization similar to that existed with the primitive hum-
abbeing ? Is this related to their iselation or there are other
reasons for that?  What are the implications of their
contact with oher neighbouring societies ? At last, what is the
future of the pygmies as a distinguished race? What is their social,
biological, and cultural future? These questions are still to be answered
by scientific and anthropological investigations. It represents a challange
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for all researchers in various fields. They have to apply most advanced
methods to clarify this obscurity of our knowledge to the strange world
of pygnﬁt_as.

This article will be followed by another one relevant to those who
raise livestock in Africa.
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