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SOCIALISM IN AFRICA
By
Dr. HOREYA T. MEGAHED

Socialism has become the most important widespread 1deological com-
-ponent in Africa since ths rapid independence of its states. While the under-
standingofs):ialism & its application nightdiffer from one country to another,
yet, thare are certain common characteristics of socialism in Africa in general.
In fact, socialism is far from being a dogma : the African leaders are empirical
& pragmatic in adopting socialism & adapting it to their immediate needs.
'‘On the other hand, socialism in Africa, while borrowing from Marxism,
yet, the heart has remained African based mainly on African communalism.
‘Meanwhile, socialism in Africa has integrated the basic values of the society:

.amainly the religious values.
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J.K. Nyerere, Freedom & Unity, East Africa : Oxford University a1 (1)
Press, 1969, P. 170. See also, J.K. Nyerere; “Ujamaa : The Rasis of Africen
Socialism™, in Readings in African Political Thought, ed., Cideon-Cyius
M. Mutise & S.W. Rohio, London, Nairobi, Ibadan, Lusaka : Heinemem,
1975, p. 155.
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Nguyen Van Chien, Les Politiques d’Unité Africaine. Lille : Sewice de
reproduction des thése de I’Université de Lille 111, 1974, P. 170.
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Kenya Government Sessional Paper No. 10, 1965, “African  : sl (¥ )
Socialism & its Application to Planning in Kenya’’, Ministry of Information,
Kenya, 1965, P. 1—18.
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"Tom Mboya, “African Socialism’’, in Mutiso & Rohio, op. cit., P. 603—604.
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