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African battle éiephant
and its role in warfare in ancient times
By =
Dr. FAWZI MIKAWY
(an Abstract)

The Mediterranean world knew the battle elephant for the first time in
326 B.C. when Alexander the Great invaded India. In a short time most of
the armies of the ancient world used the battle elephant.

Since the normal sources of the Indian battle elephants were far and in
unfriendly hands, several African countries exploited their own sources to
get elephants. These are the following countries.

1. Bgypt started about 280 B.C. during the reign of Philadelphos and
ceased after the battle of Raphia in 217 B.C. she got the elephants from Meroe

and the Red sea Coast,

2. Meroe : The archaeslogical evidence assures that she trained and used
the African battle elephants during the 31d century B.C.

3. Carthage was the great value of the elephant at war, So She uséd
large members of battle el¢ phants in her armies during the period from 260 to
202 B.C. The Victorious Rome deprived Carthage of all her elephants
and prevented Her to train or to use any new battle elephant.

4. Numidia and Mauritania knew the battle elepbant via Carthage, It
form:d.an important equipment in their armies till their fall in the Ist century

A.D.

‘5. Aksum. used the Battle elephant in more than oneé battle in the 6h
contury A.D. This information was mentioned in both the Byzantine antl
Arab writers.
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