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NEW LIGHTS UPON
“THE NAVIGATOR” OF VYASCO DA GAMA

This study endeavours, as its title may indicate, to seek an answer to the
truth about “The Navigator” who guided the Portuguese Fleet that sailed
in 1498 from Malindi in East Africa to Calicut in India.

The Portuguese success in discovering the maritime route of The CAPE
of The GOOD HOPE-and thus their arrival at India, the main famous
source for Spices at that time-was no doubt one of the most outstanding
factors that revalutionized the whole history of the world and ushered a new
era.

Many Scholars have considered “The Navigator” of the Portuguese
explcier and Admiral Vasco Da Gama responsible for the consequences that
followed - the destruction of the Arabs and Moslims interests in the area
and their shortcoming and failure in confronting the Portuguese or the other
Powets that involved later in the movement of modern Colonization.

The Portuguese sources describe that “Navigator” as an Indian Mos-
lim, a native of the city Cambay in the Gujarat State, Those Sources have
given that ““Navigator” the name of Malemo Canaque.

On the other hand, the French Orientalist FERRAND and those who
have followed his line of analysis and thinking, notably among them the
Russian Orientalist KRACHKOVSKI and his disciple SHOMOVSKI,
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HOURANI and others, have suggested in their writings that, that “Navigator”
had nothing to do with India, and he, i.e., the **Navigator” was himself
specifically Ahmad bin Madjid the reputed Arab navigator. According to
their views on the issue that ““Navigator™ has been held responsible for the

fall of the Aiab leadership in the sphere of iternational trade, their loss
of command over the maritime navigation 'in the Indian Ocean, and finally
the expansion of Western Colonialism._

This study, rafuting and discussing the vatious views, is, therefore, an
attempt to bring forih the true identification of that “Navigator” and reveal,
oYjzctively, the facts regarding his 1esponsibility.
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