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ATBARA TOWN IN THE SUDAN
(A STUDY IN URBAN GEOGRAPHY )

Atbara town lies on both right banks of the two rivers Nile and Atbara,
at the point of their conjunction. According to occupational classification,
it 1s considered the first industrial town in the Sudan. Its population size
puts it 1n the eighth rank among the largest tows of the country, the population
of each exceeds forty thousand inhabitants.

The nucleus of Atbara town was a small village, called El Dakhla, lying
on the ngit bank of the River Nile. It grew progressively till, at the beginning
of the present century, when it lecame a large town with the name Atbara.

According to geographical situation and position, Atbara town became the
main centre of the Sudan Railways.

At Atbara, the moded and standera of living is very low. The mojority
of the oppulation are labourers. This may count for the irlow standard of

living.
Atbara has a young population. Nearly 40 “; are under 13 years and
50 7/ under 18.

A great proporti7Tn of Atbara population consisis if in-migronts, ; the
majority of which are males. The masculinity ratiois 117 males per 100 females.
Most of males are in the labour force.

The town is divided into the following disiotricts and sub-districts :

1. Western Area :

’ Hai el Sawdana, Railways area, Hai el Ommal, el Dakhfla el Gadida,
el Dakhla el Gadida and el Saiyala. |
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2. Central Area :

Madani west, Market area, ci Morabaat ¢l Gadima, ¢l Morabaat el Shargi
and el Hilla el Godida. -

3. Sauhtiern Areq :

Um Bfoor, el Morada west, el Morada east and el Tilaih.

4. FEastern Area :

El Hassa west, el Hassa east, 152 Hassa extension, 2 nd Hassa extensioa,
el Gala, el Anadi Madani east, 1 st Madani extension and 2 nd Madani exte-

AnsIon.

5. Northern Area :

Central area and Military area.  Owing to the rail ways works in the town
Atbara is sull expanding.
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(4). Population and Housing Survey,1964/66, General survey of the Urban Areas, Oct. 1968,
Table A.1, pp. 41 - 43.
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(1) March, G.F., “Transport in the Sudan, in Tathill, J.D., **Agriculture in the Sudan _,

London, 1952, p. 179. -
(2). Sodan Almanac, 1970 / 1971., p. 23.
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(2) Ibid., Climatological Normals, 1931-—1960.
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